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DAN NICHOLS

SUNDAY, MAY 1
11:15 a.m. Concert for Families

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service with Confirmation/Graduation
Music: Leslie Gubitz
Oneg Shabbat hosted Chad Munitz & Michelle Lightfoot
in honor of their daughter, Sadie Munitz becoming a Bat
Mitzvah and the Confirmation/Graduation families in honor
of the confirmands/graduates

Our thanks to the Sass Family in memory of
Robert and Helen Sass and a friend of
The Valley Temple whose donations helped
to make Dan’s visit possible.

SATURDAY, MAY 7
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service; Sadie Munitz, daughter of
Chad Munitz and Michelle Lightfoot will become a Bat
Mitzvah
Music: Leslie Gubitz
Torah Portion – K’doshim, Leviticus 19:1-20:27

Jews, Superheroes,
Comics, and Cartoons

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 7:30 p.m.
Family Shabbat Service;
Baby Naming of Harriet Paige Sass, daughter of
Jonathan & Rachel Sass, granddaughter of Mark Sass
& Jan Rosenbaum Sass
Music: Megan Sass
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Mark Sass and Jan Rosenbaum
Sass in honor of the naming of their granddaughter, Harriet
Paige Sass

With Darryl Dick
Tuesdays, May 3, 10, 17
at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 14
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
9:45 a.m. Tot Service featuring innovative storytelling
and music with Megan Sass
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Emor, Leviticus 21:1-24:33

SAVE THE DATE
ANNUAL MEETING
ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS
AND MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FRIDAY, MAY 20, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Music: Marilyn Zelcer & Roberta Whitely

Friday, June 3, 7:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 21
9:30 a.m. Shabbat Service at Plum Street Temple with
HUC Ordination
PLEASE NOTE: NO TORAH STUDY OR SHABBAT
SERVICE AT VALLEY TEMPLE
Torah Portion – B’har, Leviticus 25:1-26:2

CINCINNATI REDS GAME OUTING

FRIDAY, MAY 27, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Music: Marilyn Zelcer & Roberta Whitely
SATURDAY, MAY 28
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – B’chukotai, Leviticus 26:3-27:34

Monday, June 6th at 6:40 p.m.
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RSVP to Rabbi Zoot (rabbizoot@valleytemple.com).
Cost of the event is $25 per person.

based Ordinations with a hearty mazal tov to the ordinees,
and ensure that all who grace our Cincinnati campus will
be welcomed here—until the program sadly ends.

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi
Not the best news….

SENIOR “AVODAH”
PROFESSIONAL AWARD
HONORS WENDY WALSH

Recently, the Hebrew Union College Board of Governors
voted to cease the Rabbinic Program in Cincinnati. The
College-Institute has faced dwindling enrollment, and the
three campus configuration in the U.S. is no longer considered
viable. And while efforts to close down the Cincinnati
campus have been mounted in the past, this time, the
administration of HUC-JIR achieved their goal.

We are proud to announce that our own Wendy Walsh,
Valley Temple Administrator for the past 40 years will be
awarded the Alice and Harris Weston Senior “Avodah”
Professional Award by the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati. This honor is granted to a Jewish professional who
has been in Jewish life for more than 15 years. Wendy
began her career in Jewish life as a staff member at Union
Camp Institue (Zionsville, IN) and then moved to HUC-JIR
as administrative support to Dr. Sylvan Schwartzman (of
blessed memory). She came to Valley in 1982, and has
been the glue for our congregation ever since. Wendy’s kind
manner with our congregants and her fierce dedication to
our fiscal health and congregational mission has helped our
Valley in ways that cannot adequately be listed here. We
are proud that the Federation is acknowledging Wendy’s
significant contribution as a Jewish professional and wish
her a hearty mazal tov on this honor. Wendy’s award will be
presented at the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati’s Annual
Meeting on Wednesday, May 18, 2022. The congregation
is encouraged to attend.

The campus will remain a resource for the institution, with
the Klau Library, the American Jewish Archives, and Skirball
Museum remaining here and open. No decision has been
made about the graduate school, but that is certainly to
be discussed soon. The campus will relocate the rabbinic
program in 2026, allowing all current Cincinnati students
to finish here.
I am not happy. As a graduate of HUC-JIR in Cincinnati, and
a Midwesterner all of my life, I can vividly remember that
I would never have been able to afford living in New York
or Los Angeles, nor would I have wanted to. It is no secret
that there were many ways my rabbinic school experience
disappointed me, but I believe that the opportunities to be
in a midwestern community and the fieldwork experience
that it allowed helped my experience immeasurably.
It is difficult to be supportive of the decision. Our campus
could house all of the programs—easily and immediately.
And while the administration is likely to change the
“residential model” for students in the future, such plans
make moving everyone here more logical rather than less.

Mazal tov, Wendy on an award well earned!

We will have students in town for the next few years. Our job
is to be sure that when in our midst, they are welcome and
given the full experience that Valley has long offered. We
will soon be without rabbinic students gracing our religious
school and serving as interns. We will soon be without
in-town faculty for our adult education. And the list goes on.
HUC-JIR would like us to put a graceful and positive spin on
this, but such a suggestion originates in New York—so I’m
sorry to disappoint, but I must. If they thought fundraising
was hard before, consider what happens when you alienate
the historic home of Reform Judaism.
In the meantime, I applaud Rabbi Gary Zola, Ph.D., Rabbi
Julie Schwartz, Associate Dean, and Dean Rabbi Jonathan
Hecht for their remarkable efforts to remain supportive of
the college while fighting to keep our campus from losing
the rabbinic program. Feel free to voice your opinion with a
check to the American Jewish Archives—to help strengthen
that institution so that there will be less incentive to close
the entire campus in the future.
In the meantime, let us celebrate the next few Cincinnati
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to make Judaism important in our lives. Now we get to
go practice and make it happen. We get to feel how good
life can be when we welcome Jewish practice into our
everyday. And we get to come back together in the fall to
share what we have encountered, and to continue growing together.
Rabbi Austin Zoot
Rabbi/Educator

As a Religious School Director, I would love to say that
the work we do is the most
impactful time for the Jewish
development of young people. And in many ways, it’s
true. The work we do at Valley Temple’s religious school
helps to pave the way for a
lifetime of meaningful memories, practiced traditions,
and a long-lasting sense of
fun and excitement centered around the long history of
our people. But as our community well knows, there is
something particularly special about the way we encounter Judaism during the summer.

We are grateful to the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati’s
S.E.E.D. Program, The Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati and
an anonymous donor for their support in funding this position.

VALLEY TEMPLE TIKKUN OLAM
There are many opportunities to join with fellow congregants, members of the community, and other partners to
help repair the world we live in during these very challenging times.
As you read through these consider whether you’d be
interested in participating as an individual, with other Valley Temple members and/or with our community partners.

We are a congregation steeped in summer camp. Rabbi
Kopnick and I have over 50 years of camp experience
(one of us is contributing more to this than the other…).
My wife, Dori Singer Zoot, is the Assistant Director at
Goldman Union Camp (GUCI), and has gotten to share
her love of camp with our religious school on a number
of occasions. But what makes these coming months so
special in the life of a young Jewish person?

Ukraine:
• Jewish Federation Ukraine Relief Fund provides community support for refugees and asylum seekers.
https://jewishcincinnati.givingfuel.com/jewish-federationof-cincinnati-ukraine-relief-fund
• Matthew 25 Ministries is shipping humanitarian aid and
conflict relief to Ukraine and the surrounding region for
distribution to refugees and other people affected
https://m25m.org

Summer camp is a uniquely beautiful opportunity to live
a life steeped in Jewish ritual. We mark time in Jewish
ways, use Hebrew to communicate ideas and concepts
with regularity. When we learn about Judaism in the abstract, we gain an appreciation for what it can mean to
us. When we LIVE Judaism as a part of our everyday life,
we see just how great an impact it can have on our lives,
even when we leave the space that is home to our most
sacred memories.

Social Justice Reforms:
• Death Penalty Abolition in Ohio: We are actively working
with RAC-Ohio (Religious Action Center) and OTSE
(Ohioans to Stop Executions). To find out more about this
issue and how to have a voice in government reform check
out: RAC-Ohio.org and OTSE.org

The summer season also offers us the chance to step
away from everyday life in a way that gives us space to
see what we need to feel refreshed. Students get to give
their brains a rest, and get to enjoy the creativity that open
space has to offer. Families get the chance to take special
time to connect and make memories that will carry them
through the winter that feels so thankfully distant. Even
beyond the gates of camp, this is the perfect time for Jewish families to take the ideas and concepts that we have
learned throughout our religious school year and put them
into practice. We can give ourselves the gift of allowing
Judaism to bring us together as a family, and to help us
to create something magical with that extra time we have
together.

Racial Justice:
• Faith perspectives on racial justice.
EquaSion Interfaith: https://www.equasion.org/
Climate Change Initiatives:
• Faith Communities Go Green https://greenumbrella.org/faith
For information on how to start a green team at your
congregation – email Joanne joanne.gerson@earthlink.net
If you are interested in working on these issues or have
ideas of other avenues to pursue, contact:
Linda Lazar. lazarjl1@fuse.net
Helen Waits. bindywaits@gmail.com

The religious school year has come to an end. And as
much as Sunday mornings are the best time for us to convene as a community to celebrate our tradition, I am filled
with excitement for what this time means for the lived experience of Judaism. We have learned what it looks like

“There’s no way to get from here to there except
by joining hands, marching together”
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Join us in May
May 1, 10:00 a.m.
Sisterhood meeting. Come to our last meeting of this
term. Vote on next year’s budget and slate of officers.
Help set up and volunteer for the end of the year religious
school picnic.

This article represents my own opinion, not the official
position of the Temple, but I know that many, probably most
of you will agree.
As I write this, this is very recent news. As we all know,
the board of Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of
Religion has voted to sunset the rabbinical program in Cincinnati after about 140 years. HUC Cincinnati is the alma
mater of our current rabbis, our rabbi emeritus, numerous
former interns and religious school teachers.

Thank you to the women of Valley Temple who have
volunteered in leadership roles for the Sisterhood. Our
2022-23 slate of officers is:
Co-presidents - Stacey Spivak and Sue Mantel
VP Social Action - Laura Beasley
VP Programming - Kathy Schlaeger
VP Development - Sue Spohr
Corresponding Secretaries - Jeannie Hiller and
Sharon Kollasch
Recording Secretary - Helen Waits
Membership - Dedra Perlmutter
Treasurer - Cindy Cronin
Past President - Jan Goldstein
And thank you to Sharon Feldstein for your year on the
board as Recording Secretary.

Much has already been written about what a blow this
decision is to the Jewish community of Cincinnati and to
the community at large. But I want to add a personal note.
I am both a former New Yorker and a former Conservative
Jew. I came to both Cincinnati and Reform Judaism as
an adult, and my family I have made them both our home.
Much is lost when the institutional life of a community is
relegated to one or two centers. I love New York; it will
always be to a large extent the cultural and economic
capital of the USA, if not the world. But New York, or Los
Angeles, do not represent the whole country. A lot has been
written about Midwestern values. Frankly, I don’t know
what that means. Some have tried to read politics into
that, and I’m most definitively not doing that. But, our pace
is somewhat slower, and our real estate is a lot cheaper.

May 4th, 6:30 p.m.
Our plan is to add more dinners in person and continue
to have our virtual dinners (Next one June 15) Come and
join us for good food and good conversation as we go out
for dinner at Ferarri’s Little Italy in Madeira.

We as a people lose a lot if we’re lumped into one place
in people’s minds. And the Jewish community of this part
of the country loses a lot if we lose our presence at the
national table. From a practical perspective, Cincinnati
loses a lot, and smaller cities and towns in the Midwest
lose even more, as it will be harder for them to attract
student rabbis.

May 21, 7:00 p.m.
You don’t want to miss being entertained by our own
“Vanna White” modeling the purses that our auctioneer
will be offering. Put the fun in fundraiser! Participate in
the purse and jewelry sale. Women who joined us at our
previous Snag-a-Bag can attest to how fun and funny the
evening was. There is a wide range of purses, a style for
everyone, and jewelry too!!

At this point, this decision is a fait accompli and is unlikely
to be reversed. So, what can we do, other than grumble,
which we can do at both the personal and institutional
levels? We can value and nurture the community we have,
ensuring future vibrancy and sustainability.

All are welcome, bring friends, admission is free
but please RSVP for you and your friends to
valleytemplesisterhood@gmail.com or to the Valley
Temple office 513-761-3555.

B’Shalom
Elliot

June 15, 6:30 p.m.
Virtual cooking with Sisterhood
June 24, 12 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Estate Sale
June 26, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
The Estate and Rummage sales are back. Use this link to
volunteer https://bit.ly/VTSRummage2022

THANK YOU…

Members of the Men’s Club
who spread the mulch around the Temple grounds
Peggy Barrett, Sharon Feldstein and Andy Spohr
who take such good care of the Temple grounds
all year round
Thank you to Barb Stewart for creating three
new beautifully quilted Torah binders,
which accent our Torah covers.
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Please start saving any items you would like to donate.
Drop off times are any time from June 13 to June 23 when
the Temple is open and staff is there (CALL FIRST) plus:
6/12 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
6/16 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
6/20 5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
6/23 5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
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We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Helma Appel; from Les & Carol Appel
CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of Steve Buchwald; from Janice Ash
In memory of Steve Buchwald; from The Valley Temple
Men’s Club
In memory of Ilene Hodesh; from Cheryl & Steve Hecht
ROBERT & CHARLOTTE LANZIT
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In appreciation of The Valley Temple; from Tom Steger

“Have you signed your letter of intent?”

ALLEN & SELMA WIENER BERKMAN
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In memory of Gerri Lewin; from Bernice & Don Pollack
In memory of Gerri Lewin; from Laura & Sam Lobar
In memory of Donna Levi; from Tamara & Peter Anderson
In memory of Gerri Lewin; from Helen & Ernie Waits

Now is the time.
Join the over 50 members including the Price and Spivak
families who have made a legacy gift commitment to
Valley Temple!
Your legacy matters. Make a gift through your will, trust,
retirement account or life insurance policy. Your gift will
help ensure the future of our congregation. Contact
Wendy Walsh at the Temple office or Sam Lobar to make
your gift commitment.

SASS FAMILY MUSIC FUND
In memory of Dorothy Sall Rosenbaum Sass;
from Jan Rosenbaum Sass & Mark Sass
CONGREGATIONAL CARE FUND
In memory of Donna Levi; from Ronald Goret
In memory of Allyson Rabkin; from Judy & Michel Green
In memory of Edward Mulloy; from Kathleen & Ivan Tamarkin
In memory of Donna Levi; from Terri Biggers
In memory of Albert Harris; from Selma & Irving Harris
In memory of Anna Zussman Schottenstein;
from Selma & Irving Harris
In memory of Steve Buchwald; from Barbara & Bob Rosenfield
In memory of Albert DuCovna; from Sue & Herb DuCovna
In memory of Helma Appel; from Susan Kahn

END OF THE YEAR
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PICNIC
May 1 at 12 p.m.
Drinks, chips and hot dogs
will be provided.

BRYNA SCHWARTZ MEMORIAL ONEG
& HOSPITALITY FUND
In memory of Marney Wasserman; from Diane &
Ken Mitman

Bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Volunteers are needed.

VALLEY TEMPLE GENERAL FUND
A gift from Les & Carol Appel

Sign up below:
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/
showSignUp/20f044ea8ab22a1fd0-religious

NOW GIVING IS EVEN EASIER:
Go to ValleyTemple.com
and click on “Giving”
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Mazal Tov!

Join us for the Graduation service on Friday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m.
NOAH HERSCHEL FESTENSTEIN

RAINIE ABIGAIL PERLMUTTER

Son of Rachel Hodesh and Rob Festenstein
Grandson of Rica and Stuart Hodesh

Daughter of Dan and Dedra Perlmutter
Granddaughter of Barry and Arlene Goldhoff

KAYLA GELLER

EVE PERI SMILEY

Daughter of Pam and Jim Geller
Granddaughter of Michael and Judy Green

Daughter of Beth Schwartz and Gene Smiley

GRACE ADELA KAUFMAN

Mazal Tov To:
Donna Goodman on the engagement of her daughter,
Laurie to Kevin Towes
Corrine and Tyler Friedman on the
birth of their son, Emanuel Wolf
Chad Munitz and Michelle Lightfoot on their daughter,
Sadie, becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Matthew Berman, son of John and
Lisa Berman and grandson of Nancy and Dolph
Berman on his acceptance to
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

Daughter of Gil and Stephanie Kaufman

Martin Paul and Beverly Luedeker on the birth of their
son, Garrett Charles Paul.
Congratulations also to happy grandparents, Amy Paul
and Jerry Newfarmer.
Garrett is also the grandson of
Howard Paul (of blessed memory).
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Kathie Tamarkin 				
Gila Naveh 				
Dave Katz 				
Sharlene Stempler 				
Davine Levy 				
Arlene Herman 				
Ricklie Vordenberge				
Jim Levinson 				
Hank Rosenthal 				
Jan Goldstein 				
Ellye Steinberg 				
Kevin Spieler 				
Graham Russell				
Drew Barzman 				
Sam Pennix 				
Andrea Knarr 				
Linda Kean 				
Miles Spieler 				
Kara Schneider 				
Kim Codd 				
Ethan Barzman 				
Lily Barzman				
Cindi Naveh 				
Dr. Paul Lucky 				
Allison Schneider				
Julian Magnus 				
Charles Myer III 				
Carol Magnus 				
Chrissy Knarr 				
Tyler Sefferino 				
Naomi Capurro				
Louis Rauh 				
Julia Niemeier 				
Ben Rosenfield				
Peter Hecht 				
Dahlia Barzman 				
Eli Rosenfield 				
David Clark 				
Dorian Naveh				
Philip Schneider				
Irving Harris 				
Dan Yeazell 				
Ernest Waxman 				
Nancy Heizer 				
Judge Heather Stein Russell 			
Jason Knarr 				
Oz Knarr				
Selma Harris 				
Bradley McClelland				
Karen McClelland 				
Laura Beasley 				
Aron Schneider 				
Paula Rappaport				

Jennifer & Keith Pennix 			
Jay & Cherie Brandt 			
Tim & Robyn McCarrick 			
Dr. Paul & Dr. Anne Lucky 		
Buzz & Barbara Stewart 			
Randy & Judge Heather Russell
Rick & Laura Beasley 			
Judge Bradley & Pam Greenberg
Jim & Cindy Cronin 			
Susan Marmo & Neil Berman 		
Stuart & Ricki Hodesh 			
Fred Gartenlaub & Dr. Andrea Beck
Jackie & Dan Yeazell 			
Rachael & Myron Katz 			
Martin Schrager & Kathy Klein 		
Sarah and Tony Capurro			
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05/19/1972
05/22/1982
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05/28/1994
05/28/1995
05/28/2000
05/29/1969
05/29/2005
05/29/2005
0 5 / 2 9 / 2 0 11
05/30/1998
05/30/2015

Stuart Hodesh (Rica) and Rachel Hodesh on the death
of their sister and aunt, Ilene Hodesh
Ari Buchwald, Jamie and Evie on the death of their
father and grandfather, Steven Buchwald
Debby (Craig) Hoffheimer on the death
of her mother, Frances Wolpo

Bernice Blatt
Sarah Singer-Nourie
Michael Gelfand
Ron Kull
Minette Hoffheimer
Dolph Berman
Laura Beasley
Irving Harris
Julian Magnus

Lunch & Learn
May 10
At noon in the Rabbi’s study or online
Join us as we explore contemporary issues through
Jewish eyes. We’ll look at modern understandings of
rituals, medical ethics, moral dilemmas, and much more –
all with an eye to our tradition!
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Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi
Austin Zoot, Rabbi/Educator
Wendy Walsh, Temple Administrator
Solomon T. Greenberg, Rabbi Emeritus
Elliot Spieler, President
Jan Goldstein & Stacey Spivak, Co-Presidents,
Women of Reform Judaism
Ari Buchwald, President, Men’s Club

513-761-3555

WEBSITE: www.valleytemple.com
E-MAIL: wendy@valleytemple.com

SHAVUOT

SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 10:30 a.m.
Study | Service
Dairy Box Lunch – $10/per person
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SHAVUOT LUNCH RSVP
Sunday, June 5 - 10:30 a.m.
Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________
# of box lunches @ $10 per box __________________________
Total amount included __________________________________
Mail with your check to Valley Temple, 145 Springfield Pike, Cincinnati, OH 45215
Our thanks to a Friend of The Valley Temple for their donation to help make this event possible.

