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SAVE THE DATE!

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service 

SATURDAY, MARCH 5
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – P’kudei, Exodus 38.21-40.38

FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 7:30 p.m.
Family Shabbat Service
Music: Friday Night Live 

SATURDAY, MARCH 12
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Vayikra, Leviticus 1:1-5:26

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
5:30 p.m. Purim Carnival
6:15 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Purim Schpiel and Megillah Reading
Music: Purim Band

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Music: Marilyn Zelcer & Roberta Whitely

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Tzav, Leviticus 6:1-8:36

FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service 
Music: Leslie Gubitz

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
9:30 a.m. Torah Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service; 
Leah & Sarah Moeller, daughters 
of Cheryl & Don Moeller will 
become B’nai Mitzvah 
Torah Portion – Sh’mini, Leviticus 9:1-11:47

DAN 
NICHOLS

APRIL 29 – MAY 1

Watch for more info!
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Sometimes people wonder why we Jews continue to 
celebrate Purim. Sometimes people wonder if Passover is 
still relevant all these many centuries later. Yet, our modern 
lives don’t need to stretch too far to find modern significance 
for these Spring time holidays.

Purim is the celebration of Jews in the Persian community 
of Shushan overcoming the despotic designs of the evil 
Haman. It seems that King Achashverosh was a willing 
accomplice until he fell in love with Esther. Once the king 
had a cherished relationship with someone like Esther, he 
saw more clearly that hurting Jews would hurt someone 
for whom he cared, and that was finally unacceptable. 
The messenger who wanted to harm the Jews (Haman) 
was similarly unacceptable. Even a strange guy like the 
King saw that hurting people about whom he cared was 
not acceptable.

It is true that the story is filled with misogyny and these 
sections are not easily explained away in our evolved 
world, but as we encounter much higher than normal acts of 
anti-Semitism in the U.S., some find the story of Mordechai 
and Esther doing what it takes to save our people to have 
renewed relevance.

Passover tells the tale of redemption. Did the Sea part? Did 
the ten plagues happen? Did Pharaoh harden his heart or 
did God harden Pharaoh’s heart? All are good questions, 
but none address the point of the story: freedom matters 
and releasing those burdened against their will is God’s 

work. It is important that the details of the story be told, 
in order to get to the end where we are inspired to value 
freedom, inspire ourselves to work for freedom as God’s 
work through our own hands, and to remember that we 
were slaves in Egypt—thereby ensuring that no one else 
will be enslaved. How are those dated messages? 

We are about to celebrate Purim in person for the first time 
since 2020 (I hope). Please come in costume and ready to 
celebrate the victory of good over evil. Please come with 
generosity so that the youth group will prosper in this new 
model of Carnival, Dinner, and Schpiel. 

Start thinking about Passover. God willing, you’ll make a 
seder, or find a seder to attend. We’ll have limited seating 
for the congregational seder this year, so consider making 
your own. And when you celebrate Passover this year, 
consider embracing its themes with donations to the 
Jewish Family Service Barbash Center which helps feed 
the hungry. Consider doing what it takes to feed the hungry, 
welcome the stranger, and embrace freedom which can 
never be taken for granted.

And regardless of politics, remember that Haman and 
Pharaoh can be found in most generations, and it is upon 
us to be sure that they never find the ear of the leader as 
Haman did, or ascend to the top of their country as Pharaoh 
did. And, in the meantime, Chag Samayach!

 

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi

To answer your questions about the Jewish Legacy  
Program and to complete a one-page Letter of Intent,  
contact any member of the CYJL Committee, Rabbi 
Kopnick or Wendy Walsh. The committee members are: 
David Feldstein, Linda Lazar, Sam Lobar, Elliot Spieler, 
and Ernie Waxman. Your participation in the Create Your 
Jewish Legacy program is a mitzvah that will help Valley 
Temple now and for many years into the future.

SISTERHOOD USED 
BOOKFAIR

Wednesday, March 16 
during the Purim Celebration

Bring your used books to the Temple lobby.



Sometimes I like to joke that, 
if I have a normal day at the 
office, I’m going to call the 
Cincinnati Enquirer to come 
out and report on it. Now, to 
be fair, if I wanted a typical 
job, then I shouldn’t have 
gone into the rabbinate, 
but the first two years of 
this position have been rife 
with change and upheaval 
because of the ongoing 
pandemic. Nowhere has this 
been most acute than in the 
religious school, especially in January and February of 
2022.

We had, in the first semester of this school year, begun 
to adjust to a “new normal,” enjoying the ability to be 
in person, even if it meant mask-wearing and social 
distancing precautions. We were so happy to be making 
adjustments, simply because it gave us permission to 
come together in the ways that had been unattainable 
for us for what seemed like forever. But with the rise of 
the Omicron variant, and the ever-fluctuating realities of 
keeping our children safe, we once again had to adjust 
to online learning, before going through yet another 
transition back to the classroom.

Constant change and transition is never good for young 
people, especially as we are trying to guide them to having 
a meaningful relationship with their Judaism and with their 
Jewish community. It is a constant source of stress on 
our staff to ensure that we are demonstrating as much 
consistency as is humanly possible for our children who, 
in almost every aspect of their life, have been forced to 
adapt and adjust at a nearly constant pace. Yet, one of the 
things that brings me quite a bit of pride is the knowledge 
that we are still providing impactful Jewish contact with 
our students, even DESPITE the challenges we face. 
What better lesson is there for our people than to realize 
that even when we are at our most frazzled, when things 
are most unsettled, we are still able to connect with our 
spiritual health and our sense of community to give us 
peace when it is altogether too hard to find?

Our teachers, our madrichim, our staff, and all of our 
families have demonstrated immense resiliency as 
we navigate these constantly changing realities. And, 
most important of all, we have continued to engage, 
continued to double down on the importance of a 
meaningful Jewish experience in the 21st century. What 
we know from experience is that our time together, and 
the activities with which we engage can be the answer 
to the societal challenges we’re dealing with. When the 
world is stressful, Judaism can be our calm. When we 
feel lonely and isolated, our Jewish community can make 
us feel seen and loved. When inconsistency plagues us, 

we know that our Jewish people will never be more than 
a phone call away. In a time when our entire lives feel like 
a swirling sea, we are constantly working to ensure that 
Valley Temple can be our safe port, whether physically or 
virtually.

I don’t know what is going to come next. What I do know 
is that Valley Temple will be right here, finding creative 
solutions to support you every step of the way. And that 
isn’t going to change.

Rabbi Austin Zoot
Rabbi/Educator

We are grateful to the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati’s 
S.E.E.D. Program, The Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati and 

an anonymous donor for their support in funding this position.
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MITZVAH CORPS
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It has become a common theme in this type of article to note 
that the future is unpredictable.  As I’m putting the finishing 
touches on this piece, we’re just several hours away from 
knowing whether our long-beleaguered Bengals can defeat 
the Los Angeles Rams in Super Bowl LVI. Though we’ll all 
know the answer long before this gets to the printer, I’m 
going to leave it at that.

Similarly, we don’t know what will happen next with Covid. 
As this is being written, Omicron is declining, and after a 
brief partial shutdown, exacerbated by terrible weather, we 
are opening up again. 

Our virtual presence – online services, educational 
programs, etc., have fulfilled a vital need and kept us going. 
And, some element of the virtual experience will remain – 
we were streaming Shabbat services before Covid.  But, 
we maximize our experience when we come together.

Yes, we’ve survived a really tough couple of years. But our 
future has to be more than survival. To thrive, we need to 
be together as much as possible.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible, soon.

B’Shalom,

Elliot Spieler

We have had such great programming so far this year.
 
Rosh Chodesh is the new moon and has become a 
traditional time for women to gather and learn, further our 
spirituality and socialize. January 31 we met at Valley and 
on Zoom to learn from the very talented Barb Stewart, 
who taught us all about quilting and her inspiration. Thank 
you, Barb! We listened to two women, both of whom 
made aliyah, tell us the history and how they have gotten 
involved with the Women of the Wall, a group working 
toward allowing women to pray with the Torah at the 
Kotel. Thank you Linda Lazar and Kathy Schlaeger.

A great big todah rabah to the committee and all who 
participated and joined us for our Sisterhood Shabbat 
service.

COMING UP

March 2 will be our next Rosh Chodesh. Join us at 
7:00pm. If we can, we will meet at the Temple, and on 
Zoom. More information to come.

March 6 is our next Sisterhood meeting. We always have 
a wonderful program for the second hour of the meeting, 
so join us from 10:00am-noon at Valley or on Zoom. 

March 16 during the Purim Carnival is our used book 
GIVE AWAY. Sisterhood is changing the format from a 
used book sale to a book give away. So this year, during 
the Purim carnival everyone can browse the books and 
choose one to take home as our gift from Sisterhood. 
Please bring gently used books to the bin in the Valley 
Temple lobby. 
Contact us at valleytemplesisterhood@gmail.com to 
volunteer to help set up books. 

April 3 10:00 a.m. - 12 p.m.: Sisterhood meeting and 
Service Dog Presentation by Sheilah Abramson-Miles. 
Sheilah lives in Louisville and trains service dogs. She 
is going to bring one of her dogs to show us how she 
trains the dogs and what they are trained for. Both will be 
offered in person and through Zoom.

Looking forward, we are hosting SNAG-A-BAG Saturday 
evening, May 21. You don’t want to miss the event that 
puts the fun in fundraiser!  Join us for a purse and jewelry 
sale with a live auction. Women who joined us at our 
previous Snag-a-bag can attest to how fun and funny 
it was. Please drop off donations of new or gently used 
purses and costume jewelry in the bins in the Temple 
lobby. 
Contact us at valleytemplesisterhood@gmail.com If you 
want to volunteer to help set up or during the auction.
.
The estate sale is June 24 and the rummage sale is June 
26. Please start saving any items you would like to donate. 
Drop off times will be closer to the sales. Stay tuned!!

Mark Sass (Jan Rosenbaum Sass) 
on the death of his sister, Stacy McAnulty

Cheryl and Don Moeller on their daughters, 
Leah and Sarah, becoming B’nei Mitzvah
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Adult Education: Spring 2022 / 5782

“Roll It and roll It, for everything is contained therein...”
– Ethics of the Fathers

A project of the Charlotte and Robert Lanzit Adult Education Fund

Jews, Superheroes, 
Comics, and Cartoons

With Darryl Dick

Tuesdays, May 3, 10, 17 
at 7:30 p.m.

Torah Study Continues 
Shabbat Mornings 

at 9:30 a.m. at the Temple

Join us as we study each 
week’s Torah portion.

No previous experience expected.

Adult Hebrew continues...
On Tuesday & Thursday Nights at 6:30 p.m.

Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.
Call the Temple for details!

The Value of Life and 
 the Way We Mourn

With Rabbi Sandford Kopnick

Sundays, 
April 10 and 24 at 11:00 a.m.

Jews, American Film, 
and Hollywood

With Prof. Gila Naveh
Emerita of Judaic Studies, 
University of Cincinnati

Tuesdays April 12, 19, 26
at 7:30 p.m.

The Jews That Made America Exciting 
(Jews in Popular Culture)

With Rabbi Austin Zoot

Tuesdays,
March 22, 29, and April 5 at 7:30 p.m.



6 
MARCH 2022

Pam Levinson    0 3 / 0 1
Karen Rosenfield    0 3 / 0 2
Bernice Blatt    0 3 / 0 2
Barbara Neman    0 3 / 0 3
Marnie Hayutin    0 3 / 0 3
Michael Gelfand    0 3 / 0 4
Dr. Lawrence C. Freeman    0 3 / 0 6
Beth Schwartz    0 3 / 0 6
Anne Weitzenkorn    0 3 / 0 6
Yuval Freincle    0 3 / 0 7
Avery Frank    0 3 / 0 8
Greer Schneider    0 3 / 0 8
Andrew Enneking    0 3 / 1 0
Rainie Perlmutter    0 3 / 1 1
Josiah Dapper    0 3 / 1 1
Barbara Pierce    0 3 / 1 1
Robert E. Levinson    0 3 / 1 2
Helen Waits    0 3 / 1 2
Rachel Katz    0 3 / 1 3
Samuel Lobar    0 3 / 1 3
Nicole Deutsch    0 3 / 1 3
Phillip Levinson    0 3 / 1 4
Michelle Lightfoot    0 3 / 1 4
Ann Shulman    0 3 / 1 4
Cheryl Moeller    0 3 / 1 5
Richard Magnus    0 3 / 1 9
Karen Frecker    0 3 / 2 1
Sharon Ran    0 3 / 2 2
Leah Joos    0 3 / 2 2
Ella Naveh    0 3 / 2 3
David Neman    0 3 / 2 3
John Shore    0 3 / 2 3
Lynn Wertheimer    0 3 / 2 5
Mike Wagner    0 3 / 2 5
Max Pennix    0 3 / 2 6
Marjorie Rauh    0 3 / 2 6
Dr. Martin Fritzhand    0 3 / 2 8
Sharon Kollasch    0 3 / 2 8
Avi Schneider    0 3 / 3 0
Don Moeller    0 3 / 3 0

John & Greer Schneider     03/18/2000
Michael & Janelle Gelfand    03/24/1973
Mike & Judy Green     03/25/1964

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Laurie Ruskin & Sue Trenkamp; 
from George Trenkamp
In memory of Marie Louise Steuer; from Alice & Ron Weitzenkorn
In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick; from Greer & John Schneider

VIDEO STREAMING FUND
In appreciation of Rabbi Zoot & Rabbi Kopnick; 
from Brad & Melissa Singer

ROBERT & CHARLOTTE LANZIT 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In appreciation of The Valley Temple; from Tom Steger

ALLEN & SELMA WIENER BERKMAN 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In memory of Marie Louise Steuer; from Laura & Sam Lobar
In memory of Marie Louise Steuer; from Sharlene Stempler

ESTELLE WIGSER FLOWER FUND
In memory of Herb Bronster; from Rabbi Sol & Sue Greenberg

CONGREGATIONAL CARE FUND
In memory of Betty DuCovna; from Sue & Herb DuCovna
In memory of Marie Louise Steuer; from Jenny Broh
In memory of Louis K. Benjamin & Sylvia Benjamin; 
from Lois Benjamin
In memory of Bob Reynolds; from Beth & Steve Joos

A donation from the Valley Temple Board of Trustees was 
made to Temple Bat Yam (Berlin, MD) in memory of 

Elliot Spieler’s mother, Janice Spieler

NOW GIVING IS EVEN EASIER: 
Go to ValleyTemple.com 

and click on “Giving”

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:
MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Bernice Blatt
Mark Apseloff

Sarah Singer-Nourie
Michael Gelfand

Ron Kull
Minette Hoffheimer

Dolph Berman
Laura Beasley

Bob Hiller
Nancy Kopnick

Irving Harris
Sally Waxman
Ernie Waxman
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Name (s) (Please list names of all who will attend, including children):

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

No.  Adults @$36 _____   No. Children (3 - 12) @$12.50_____   No. Children under 3 (free)_____

# of Chicken Meals (Adult)  ____    (Children) ____
# of Vegetarian Meals (Adult)  ____    (Children) ____
# of Gluten-free Meals (Adult)  ____     (Children) ____

Other food allergies (please specify) ___________________________________________________  
 

Amount Enclosed (I am/We are including ______ for Mazon.) ________
Suggested $5 additional donation per person to Mazon to feed the hungry.

Please send with check payable to Valley Temple, 145 Springfield Pike, 45215
 MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 8, 2022
If you need financial assistance to attend, please call Rabbi Kopnick for a confidential conversation.

Please list who you would like to sit with: (No guarantee)

________________________________________________________________________________

IN PERSON 
 Congregational Passover Seder

Saturday, April 16, 2022 - 6:00 pm

Catered by Jeff Thomas Catering
Traditional Seder Meal including Chicken for entree

Open to FIRST 60 RESERVATIONS
(To Maintain COVID safety)

$36 per adult  |  $12.50 per child (ages 3-12)
Children under 3 free assuming you are not ordering meal for them

RSVP by April 8, 2022!
It is imperative that we receive your reservation by this date 

so we can let our caterer know and allow for Covid safe seating!



Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi 
Austin Zoot, Rabbi/Educator 
Wendy Walsh, Temple Administrator 
Solomon T. Greenberg, Rabbi Emeritus 
Elliot Spieler, President
Jan Goldstein & Stacey Spivak, Co-Presidents, 
Women of Reform Judaism
Ari Buchwald, President, Men’s Club

513-761-3555
WEBSITE: www.valleytemple.com 
E-MAIL: wendy@valleytemple.com 

NON PROFIT ORG.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Wednesday, March 16

Carnival for kids starts at 5:30 p.m.
Pizza Dinner and Hamentashen for everyone at 6:15 p.m.

Schpiel and service begin at 7:00 p.m.

Wristband for games $11

Dinner 
$5 for kids | $10 adults

RAFFLE FOR EVERYONE! + THE SISTERHOOD USED BOOKFAIR!
Proceeds from the dinner, carnival, and raffle go to the Youth Group

Purim


