
Lunch and Learn

 
Thursday, November 11 at noon

In the Rabbi’s Study or on Zoom

NOVEMBER 2021 / 
CHESHVAN - KISLEV 5782
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service 
Music: Friday Night Live

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
9:45 a.m. Tot Shabbat
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Tol’dot, Genesis 25:19-28:9

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 7:30 p.m.
Family Shabbat Service
Music: Leslie Gubitz

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Vayetzei, Genesis 28:10-32:3

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Music: Marilyn Zelcer & Roberta Whitely

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Vayishlach, Genesis 32:4-36:43

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
9:30 a.m. Torah Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Vayeishev, Genesis 37:1-40:23

CHANUKAH

First night is Sunday, November 28th 

Chanukah Celebration is on 
Friday, December 3. Details to follow.

Parents! We need updated campus addresses 
for your college students. Please email addresses 

to admin@valleytemple.com so we can send 
them a Chanukah greeting.

Judaism and the 
Death Penalty:

A Social Action Teach-In
With Rabbi Sandford Kopnick

Sunday, November 7
at 10:30 a.m.

Poems to Get Us Through 
Pandemic Times
With Rabbi Shena Potter Jaffee
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
November 2, 9, 16

Poetry is a medium that can help us understand ourselves 
and our world in ways that prose cannot. Poems can open 
our eyes to new ideas and express feelings to move us, 
comfort us, and challenge us.

We will take a look at poets who illuminated the Jewish 
soul as the Modern Jewish State was formed; 21st Cen-
tury feminist liturgists who’ve deconstructed prayer and 
reformed it to meet today’s challenges; and academics 
contemplating the impact of pandemics on the streets of 
Tel Aviv. Together we will delve into a selectin of Hebrew 
poems, both classic and modern, that in some way speak 
to this moment.

Rabbi Shena Potter Jaffee is a community rabbi who 
regulary teaches and lectures throughout Cincinnati. She 
is the Jewish Life and Learning Consultant at Rockwern 
Academy and serves Temple B’nai Israel in Monroe, MI.

NOVEMBER 
ADULT EDUCATION
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It is another year when the Jewish calendar puts  
Chanukah just a few days after Thanksgiving. Following 
our lunar calendar allows us to experience our Judaism in 
a variety of ways—not the least of which has some High 
Holy Days in summer, and others in the throes of autumn. 
The special challenge of Chanukah beginning in November, 
(still the 25th of Kislev), is that by the time we are finished  
retelling the story of the Maccabees, the secular and  
Christian “holiday season” is not yet upon us.
 
Many of our members will celebrate holidays later in  
December with their families. Yet, holiday programs that 
try to give equal time to Chanukah will likely be singing 
about the holiday well after we’re done with this year’s 
celebration. I try to remind our students that we can  
appreciate others’ holidays the way we love to participate 
in our friends’ birthday parties.
 
But the story of Chanukah—celebrating the recapture of 
the ancient Temple from those who defiled it—can inspire 
us to rededicate ourselves to our Judaism. We will have 
just concluded our American gatherings for Thanksgiving, 
hopefully a bit more connected to family than last year. 
As we light the chanukiyah at the end of Thanksgiving  
weekend, perhaps the first candle can continue our theme of 
thanksgiving. May I suggest that as we usher in December  
as Chanukah continues, let us rededicate ourselves to 
donations to worthy causes, and take special care to  
consider those for whom the pandemic has been especially 
devastating.
 
Contributions to the Soup Kitchen, Food and Clothing 
Center, and HIAS would be a good start. Acts of kindness 
when we’re out and about—especially careful to remember 
to socially distance as we wish our friends holiday cheer 
will be important, too. 
 
Finally, December 24 is on a Friday night this year. So, if 
you’re in town, join us for an early service, Chinese Food, 
and a movie—all at the Temple. Because one of the great 
things about living in America is that we are free to be us, 
while are neighbors celebrate who they get to be.
 
Have a great month, a wonderful and healthy Thanksgiving, 
and a joyous Chanukah.
 

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi
 
P.S. Please consider using the video at this link to begin 
your Thanksgiving https://youtu.be/9hS8zdX-4Q4.
 
Here are the links for Chanukah Blessings with us, too.
First night: https://youtu.be/sGmlblF9hU0
Nights 2-8: https://youtu.be/i0SWeOspYjE

Book Club: Israel Today

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021 AT 7:30 P.M.
With Rabbi Sandford Kopnick

CHANUKAH AND 
THE BUTLER COUNTY 

DONUT TRAIL

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Kick off Chanukah with the Butler County Donut Trail. Some-
thing for everyone. Sisterhood has received a grant to provide 
this fun-filled day of learning, celebrating and, of course, eat-
ing. Fleece donut scarves will be provided to keep you warm 
and in the spirit.

Plan your own donut path or join Temple members at  
scheduled times at the West Chester donut spots—Holtman’s 
Donuts, Stan the Donut Man and the Donut Dude before 
heading to Voice of America Park. 

Are you up for doing the entire trail in one day? You must be 
willing to start early. Transportation will be provided.

Come out for the Donut Trail and then take a tour of the Voice 
of America Broadcast Museum.

Be sure to wear your holiday sweaters and socks. 

See p. 7 for the sign up form.

The Valley Temple Sisterhood is thankful to WRJ Central 
District for providing funding for our Butler County Donut 
Trail program.



I learned how to be an edu-
cator from my father. Sure, 
the topic of learning was 
very different; he teaches 
people how to cut hair and 
run their business, I teach 
people how to connect to 
their Judaism. But at the 
end of the day, we are 
both teaching people how 
to pave a way to the best  
version of themselves, and 
so there was ample material 
to gain from his techniques, 
his lessons, and his ability to communicate. By the time 
I became a bar mitzvah, I could practically recite one of 
my father’s classes from memory. I was the best trained 
13-year-old hair cutter in the state.

One of the ideas he spoke about frequently was the need 
to take the skills he taught and apply them immediately. If 
you don’t actually practice a skill within 48 hours of learning  
it, it is as if you never did. There is an immediacy to learning.  
If we can’t figure out why it is worth knowing something 
in the first place, we have very little ability to integrate the 
new information into our lives. This is true for haircutting  
and business techniques. But it is also true about  
Judaism.

In his book, the New American Judaism, Jack Wertheimer 
describes the discomfort so many modern Jews have in 
worship services. One of the major reasons, he argues, 
is that we don’t practice often enough. If we only pray 
a few times a year, we won’t have the chance to build 
the muscle memory for the endeavor, won’t be able to 
gain a comfort with the process for creating sacred space. 
In much the same way, our students need the chance to 
put what they’ve learned in their educational settings to 
good use. If we teach about Shabbat on Sunday morning,  
that message gets through most clearly when it is  
practiced the next time Shabbat rolls around. If we learn 
about a holiday observance, it is most valuable when it is  
reinforced outside of the walls of the synagogue. For us 
to have a lasting impact, we need to constantly remind 
students of all ages how the things they are learning fit 
into their lives.

After all, whether it is a math class or religious school, 
the first question always seems to be, “why is it important 
to know this?” While I can’t always answer that for alge-
bra, we, as Jewish educators, have to be able to answer 
this question every single week about every single topic. 
And the answer can never be, “because we are supposed 
to.” That simply isn’t compelling to a learner. Instead, we 
can answer over and over again how we believe this new  
understanding or insight will lift up the lives of the real 
people who live Judaism every day. Why is it worth  
learning about Shabbat? Because in our fast-paced 

world, taking time to breathe is essential for finding inner 
peace. Why is it important to celebrate holidays? Because  
marking time is one of the ways we keep track of our 
growth from one year to the next, and make sense of our 
time on earth. Why do we learn about our prayer cycle? 
To teach us that those who came before us are grappling 
with the same existential questions as we are, and that 
there is a road map to finding meaning in the tumult of 
our lives.

So take what you learn at Valley Temple and bring it into 
your life. Whether it is Sunday School, Adult Education, 
or a call to action from a sermon, practice the ideas you 
find compelling from your learning, and see how they feel. 
And if (or when) you struggle to figure out why we do 
what we do, ask your rabbis. Because we wouldn’t bother  
teaching it if we didn’t think we had something that would 
make your lives better and more meaningful.

Rabbi Austin Zoot
Rabbi/Educator

We are grateful to the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati’s 
S.E.E.D. Program, The Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati and 

an anonymous donor for their support in funding this position.
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TOT SHABBAT
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6

9:45 a.m.

To answer your questions about the Jewish Legacy  
Program and to complete a one-page Letter of Intent,  
contact any member of the CYJL Committee, Rabbi 
Kopnick or Wendy Walsh. The committee members are: 
David Feldstein, Linda Lazar, Sam Lobar, Elliot Spieler, 
and Ernie Waxman. Your participation in the Create Your 
Jewish Legacy program is a mitzvah that will help Valley 
Temple now and for many years into the future.



4 
NOVEMBER 2021

A couple of weeks ago I had the pleasure of attending 
the rededication ceremony of the historic Chestnut Street  
Cemetery. This event was part of an ongoing celebration  
of the 200th anniversary of the Cincinnati Jewish community.  
This event was both historically fascinating and deeply 
moving.

Some years ago, Valley Temple celebrated its 50th anniversary.  
Actually, I know when it was, because my son Miles was a 
new baby and he is now a freshman at Walnut Hills. Time 
flies. So, Valley has been around for slightly more than a 
quarter of the time that the local Jewish community has 
been in existence.

Closing my eyes for a brief daydream, I imagine it is 
2221. The Cincinnati Jewish community, whatever it’s 
form, is thriving and celebrating its 400th anniversary. Our  
successors at Valley, in whatever incarnation that might 
be, whatever that world might look like, are celebrating 
264 years of existence. 

This is a daydream, but it’s a good one. And if our successors  
are going to be in that situation it is because of the efforts 
our predecessors have made and that we continue to make.

There is a lot more to this than our financial legacy, of 
course, but that is a big component, which is why Create 
Your Jewish Legacy is so important. 

Waking up from the daydream and getting on with the  
business of life, we can congratulate ourselves on what 
we’ve built and continue to ensure our future.

B’Shalom

Elliot Spieler

Sisterhood (VTS) has already had some really fun  
programming both in person and virtually. 

We conducted our first of many hybrid meetings where 
some came to Valley to meet in person, and some joined 
online. The meetings are at 10 a.m. so you can stay if 
you’re dropping off a little one at Religious School.

We began our September 26 meeting watching the  
rededication of the Chestnut Street Cemetery. Then we 
conducted a one-hour meeting to share ideas and prog-
ress about our upcoming programming. Our October 24th 
meeting was a “Brunchless Brunch” to welcome new 
members and welcome back previous members. Again, 
a hybrid get-together allowed us to join however was best 
for us. We had a virtual mikvah tour where we learned 
some history, tradition, spirituality, and were treated to a 
walking tour from the entrance, through the rooms, and 
even the water source. We also volunteered to cheer  
runners at the Flying Pig/Queen Bee as an outdoor safe, 
fun fundraiser.

Our social action project continues. Please bring new or 
gently used towels and fleece throws to give comfort to 
dogs and cats recovering from surgery. We are also giv-
ing out kits to anyone who wants to make dog toys for the 
UCAN clients to buy in the gift shop. You just provide the 
scissors! Kits with instructions are available in the marked 
bin in the Temple lobby, where you may deposit your tow-
els, fleece throws, and finished dog toys. If you have any 
questions, please contact Bindy Waits at (513) 310-7633.

See what is going on in NOVEMBER.

• Save The Date: Snag-a-Bag has been rescheduled 
to May 21, 2022. Contact Sue Spohr or Jan Goldstein to 
give us your gently used purses and costume jewelry to 
be auctioned off during this hilarious evening of fun.  

• November 17, 6:30 p.m.: Virtual Cooking with  
Sisterhood – Make Mandelbrot in your own kitchen with  
real-time step-by-step instructions by Valley and VTS 
member Andrea Beck.

• November 28: Chanukah begins tonight. In honor of the 
holiday, take the Butler County Donut Trail with Sisterhood,  
Men’s Club, Religious School, Temple youth and families. 
Age-appropriate programming (and donuts) for all. See 
the front page for more information.

• Our monthly meetings are to get good ideas for social 
action, programming, fund raising and spirituality. There 
is a one-hour meeting and one hour of programming. 
There is no VTS meeting in November. The next one will 
be December 5.

• December 1, 4:00pm - 6:00 p.m. – Valley Temple 
and Wise Sisterhoods will join together at the American 
Sign Museum. What better way to spend Chanukah than 
with friends and bright lights? Enjoy a fun and unique 

evening at the Sign Museum! Take a private, custom tour 
or walk through at your leisure for this bright night. The 
museum is all ours for the evening! For those who wish 
to keep the fun going, meet up afterwards for dinner at 
Camp Washington Chili. Note: $10 registration includes 
one ticket to the American Sign Museum and the option of 
a private, custom tour. Register at the Wise Temple link. 
Dinner afterwards at Camp Washington Chili is “pay your 
own way”. Contact valleytemplesisterhood@gmail.com if 
you have questions.

Please become a member of Valley Temple Sisterhood.  
Your support supports Valley youth programs. We offer 
multiple financial levels to fit your wishes. We have two 
ways you can support the Sisterhood. Go to the  
Sisterhood webpage on the Valley Temple Website. 

https://www.valleytemple.com/sisterhood/ to join. 
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Happy Chanukah 
2021 / 5782

Light the first candle on 
Sunday, November 28

Candles are added to the Chanukiyah (menorah) from right to left but are kindled from left to right. The newest candle is lit 
first. (On the Shabbat of Chanukah, kindle the Chanukah lights first and then the Shabbat candles.)

Light the shamash (the helper candle) first, using it to kindle the rest of the Chanukah lights. As you do, say or sing:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu bayamim hahaeim ba- z’man hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed wonderous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at 
this season.

For first night only:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu laz’man hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sus...taining us, and for enabling us to reach this 
season.
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Cheryl Hecht     1 1 / 0 4
Rae Nourie     1 1 / 0 4
Jennifer Pennix     1 1 / 0 4
Jonathan Kopnick     1 1 / 0 6
Pam Greenberg     1 1 / 0 6
Brad Greenberg     1 1 / 0 6
Stefan Arostequi     1 1 / 0 7
Sue DuCovna     1 1 / 0 7
Herb DuCovna     1 1 / 0 7
Penina Gunyan     1 1 / 0 8
Ellen Schaengold     1 1 / 0 9
Ron Weitzenkorn     1 1 / 0 9
John Habbert     1 1 / 1 0
Ella Schlaeger     1 1 / 1 1
Sam Greenberg     1 1 / 1 1
Aleeza Schneider     1 1 / 1 1
Noah Festenstein     1 1 / 1 1
Nina Hayutin     1 1 / 1 3
William Cusack     1 1 / 1 4
Doug Sandor     1 1 / 1 5
Sophia Pennix     1 1 / 1 5
Kathryn Beasley     1 1 / 1 6
David Feldstein     1 1 / 1 6
Harvey Katz     1 1 / 2 2
Daniel Doblado     1 1 / 2 4
Peggy Markstein     1 1 / 2 6
Ian Cronin     1 1 / 2 6
Ernest Waits, Jr.     1 1 / 2 7
Micki Springer     1 1 / 2 7
Jeannie Hiller     1 1 / 2 8
Amy Levy     1 1 / 2 8
Nancy Dornheggen     1 1 / 2 8
Kenneth Mitman     1 1 / 2 9

Michael & Jessica Deitsch      11/08/2018
Gila & Michael Naveh       11/08
Barbara & David Neman       11/12/2000
Bobby & Linda Denham       11/17/1984
Chad Munitz & Michelle Lightfoot     11/17
Lou & Margie Rauh       11/21/1959
Jeff & Laurie Marks       11/22/1980
John & Susan Frank, Jr.       11/22/1997

Neil Berman on the death of his aunt, Carole Aronow.

Mark (Jan) Sass, Megan Sass, Jonathan (Rachel) Sass, 
and Harriet Sass on the death of their mother, 

grandmother and great-grandmother, Helen Sass.

VALLEY INTERFAITH RESOURCE CENTER 
HOLIDAY SHARING PROGRAM

The following items are needed to help fill holiday baskets for our neighbors. Please bring your donation to the Temple by 
November 22. There will be a container in the front lobby for your donation(s) or order from Amazon and have them sent 
directly to the Temple.

Cake mix
Canned frosting

Canned sliced carrots

Bob and Jeannie Hiller on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Violet Belle Hiller, 
daughter of Cody and Clea Hiller

Mark Sass and Jan Rosenbaum Sass on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Harriet Paige Sass, 
daughter of Jonathan and Rachel Sass

Phyllis Bossin and Ron Kull on the birth of a 
grandson, Ethan Julian Kull

Evelyn Essig
Barry Essig

Bernice Blatt
Nikki Sandor
Susan Frank
Mark Apseloff

Sarah Singer-Nourie
Michael Gelfand

Ron Kull
Izar Spivak

Minette Hoffheimer
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RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Jack Kerman; from Helen & Elliot Spieler
In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick; from Marilyn Tupler
In memory of Jack Heines; from Sue & Herb DuCovna
In memory of Marcus Jacob Goodman; 
from Nancy & Dolph Berman
In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick; from Tony & Sarah Capurro
In honor or Rabbi Kopnick; from Marcia & Denny Reynolds

RABBI/EDUCATOR DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of Rabbi Zoot’s installation; from Jenny Broh
In honor of Rabbi Zoot’s installation; from Judy Darch
In appreciation of Rabbi Zoot; from Amy & Ben Hersch
In honor of Rabbi Zoot’s installation; from Linda & Jeff Lazar
In honor of Rabbi Zoot’s installation; from Donna Goodman
In honor of Rabbi Zoot’s installation; 
from Andrea Beck & Fred Gartenlaub
In honor or Rabbi Zoot’s installation; from Peggy Barrett

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at Valley Temple; 
from Esther Grubbs

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

Butler County Donut Trail Registration:  Sunday, November 28
Starting Time: Up to the Participants

SEINSHEIMER MUSIC FUND
In memory of Sarah Pennington Pierce; 
from Charles & Barbara Pierce
In honor of Nancy & Dolph Berman’s 60th wedding 
anniversary; from Mimi Lerner

ROBERT & CHARLOTTE LANZIT 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In appreciation of The Valley Temple; from Tom Steger

ALLEN & SELMA WIENER BERKMAN 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Contribution for the High Holy Food Drive; 
from Anne & Daniel Lovell

Our thanks to the following families for sponsoring a recent 
streaming of Shabbat Services in memory of a loved one:
In memory of Jean Ehrle; from Laurel & Marvin Fischbaum

Our thanks to Susan and Ivan Zoot and Melissa 
and Brad Singer for sponsoring the oneg Shabbat 

in honor of Rabbi Austin Zoot’s installation.

NOW GIVING IS EVEN EASIER: 
Go to ValleyTemple.com and click on “Giving”

Total Attending:  ___________      Email Address_________________________   Phone Number_____________________________

Participants Names     

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

   

________ We are in for the entire trail    

Mail this form to Valley Temple or send a screen shot of the form to valleytemplesisterhood@gmail.com

________ We want to sample the trail at the West Chester shops    

________ We will join you at Voice of America Park  

________ Tell me more about the National Voice of America Museum of Broadcasting. It opens at 1 p.m.   

Please bring a toy for the toy drive. Participants will receive a passport and fleece donut scarf. 

Check out https://www.gettothebc.com/donut-trail for more information.



Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi 
Austin Zoot, Rabbi/Educator 
Wendy Walsh, Temple Administrator 
Solomon T. Greenberg, Rabbi Emeritus 
Elliot Spieler, President
Jan Goldstein & Stacey Spivak, Co-Presidents, 
Women of Reform Judaism
Ari Buchwald, President, Men’s Club

513-761-3555
WEBSITE: www.valleytemple.com 
E-MAIL: wendy@valleytemple.com 
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