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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service with 
Installation of Rabbi Austin Zoot
Music: Leslie Gubitz
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Susan & Ivan Zoot and Melissa & 
Brad Singer in honor of Rabbi Zoot’s installation.
Guest speaker: Rabbi Jan Katzew, HUC-JIR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service and Micah Schneider, son of 
Allison & Philip Schneider will become a Bar Mitzmah
Torah Portion – B’reishit, Genesis 1:1-6:8

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Music: Friday Night Live Band 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service and Henry Bernay, son of 
Emma & Aaron Bernay will become a Bar Mitzvah
Torah Portion – Noach, Genesis 6:9-11:32

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Music: Marilyn Zelcer & Roberta Whitely, accompanist

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Lech L’cha, Genesis 12:1-17:27

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service
Music: Marilyn Zelcer & Roberta Whitely, accompanist

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
9:30 a.m. Torah Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Vayeira, Genesis 18:1-22:24

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Service 
Music: Marilyn Zelcer & Roberta Whitely, accompanist

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 
Torah Portion – Chayei Sarah; Genesis 23:1-25:18

INSTALLATION OF 
RABBI AUSTIN ZOOT

Shabbat Service
Friday, October 1 at 7:30 p.m.
Come help us finally welcome 

our newest Rabbi!
Guest speaker: Rabbi Jan Katzew, HUC-JIR

Oneg Shabbat hosted by 
Susan and Ivan Zoot and 
Melissa and Brad Singer 

in honor of this special occasion.

Adult Hebrew
BEGINS OCTOBER 3 & 5

Hebrew Aleph
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
With Josiah Dapper
For those with no previous Hebrew experience.

Hebrew Bet
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
With Rabbi Kopnick
For those who know the Hebrew aleph bet and are ready to 
learn vocabulary and prayers.

Hebrew Gimmel
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
With Rabbi Spicehandler
For those who know how to read haltingly, have some 
proficiency with prayers and some basic prayer vocabulary.

Advanced Hebrew
Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.
With Rabbi Kopnick
For those who understand basic grammar and have 
experience with prayerbook and Torah vocabulary.

If you have questions about which class best suits you, 
please contact Rabbi Kopnick at the Temple!
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We are sorry the following names were left out of the listing last month of our Create Your Jewish 
Legacy donors.  We very much appreciate their participation and are sorry for the omission.

Ernie & Helen Waits
Wendy Walsh
Ernie & Sally Waxman
Allie Weiner
Ron & Alice Weitzenkorn
Elizabeth Woosley

To answer your questions about the Jewish Legacy Program and 
to complete a one-page Letter of Intent, contact any member 
of the CYJL Committee, Rabbi Kopnick or Wendy Walsh. The 
committee members are: David Feldstein, Linda Lazar, Sam 
Lobar, Elliot Spieler, and Ernie Waxman. Your participation in 
the Create Your Jewish Legacy program is a mitzvah that will 
help Valley Temple now and for many years into the future.

Ernie Waits, Jr.
Dorian Naveh
Sue Mantel
Charlene Gubitz
Leslie Gubitz

Cyle Ginsberg
Rabbi Austin Zoot
Rabbi Sandford Kopnick

There are many reasons that the death penalty exists. 
There is a Biblical precedent for it, and a long tradition 
in the United States which uses the death penalty as a 
punishment for the most heinous crimes, and to serve as a 
deterrent for those contemplating committing such crimes.

Yet, the number of people who have been exonerated from 
death row is too many. In fact, our tradition says that the 
standards for conviction for a capital offense must be to 
have irrefutable and integrity filled eye-witnesses (at least 
two). There can be no doubt. 

In addition, mental illness can lead people to do unspeak-
able things. However, when the illness is treated, many who 
have been convicted have an opportunity for a productive 
life (even in prison) that the death penalty would thwart. 
And the list goes on.

We are embracing the Ohio Legislature’s efforts to repeal 
Ohio’s death penalty for a few reasons. First, we have an 
opportunity to put forth the Jewish value that leaves God as 
Supreme Judge and Arbiter and removes the responsibility 
of taking another life from humans.  Second, we embrace 
a multi-faith, non-partisan coalition from a wide variety of 
philosophies from all over the state of Ohio. Third, we be-
come more active in our pursuit to repair the world through 
Tikkun Olam activities.

Please consider going to the coalition’s website  
www.nodeathpenaltyoh.com. There, you will find more 
about this effort. You will see a myriad of activities and 
opportunities to learn more, and to be active. There will be 
a “lobby week” beginning October 19, where we will implore 
our state senators and representatives to pay attention to 
the bi-partisan legislation.

We will host a “social action teach-in” on Sunday, November 
7 at 10:30 a.m. here at the Temple. After that “teach-in,” 
we will have another opportunity to lobby. The lobbying 
will be virtual rather than in-person due to Covid concerns.

Linda Lazar and others from our Tikkun Olam team are to 
be applauded for helping our congregation keep our eyes 
on the ongoing need for our involvement. This issue helps 
us generate the language and skills needed to confront an 
issue from our religious perspective, without the rancor that 
can sometimes come from a more polarizing topic. And 
while there are certainly people who are content to keep 
the death penalty in place, I am heartened that we can find 
a religious tent big enough for all of us.

Join me in becoming more active about this. I look forward 
to learning from you and with you as we delve into the issue 
from a Jewish perspective on November 7. Until then, learn 
from the coalition’s website. Have a great month!

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi

Judaism and the 
Death Penalty

A Social Action Teach-In
With Rabbi Sandford Kopnnick

Sunday, November 7
at 10:30 a.m.

THANK YOU!
Thank You to the Friday Night Live Band who helped make 
our early Rosh Hashanah service at the Wyoming Civic 
Center such a lovely evening:

A special thank you to Ernie Waits who helped coordinate 
the sound professionals.



Normally, a new rabbi gets 
installed into a community 
when they have served 
for about 6 months, so 
that the community has 
some time to get to know 
the rabbi before they are 
formally introduced. Alas, 
nothing about the beginning 
of my time at Valley would 
fall under the category of 
“normally.” Instead, here we 
are a year and a half into my 
full-time tenure, and here we 
are having a far more COVID-conscious installation than 
we would have expected when we postponed a year ago.

Truth be told, I am far more invested than simply 18 
months as your Rabbi/Educator. When you include the 
time I spent as an intern, I have been engaged with this 
community for two and a half years, and am deeply proud 
to say that I know so many of you, that I have already 
had the chance to build enduringly meaningful connec-
tions with so many of you. And it didn’t take long for me 
to see the beauty of this congregational family. The Valley  
Temple knows what it is about, knows how to put out into 
the world the values and ideals that we hold dear. Every 
community on the planet claims to be warm and welcom-
ing, and yet from the very first time I entered the building, I 
could feel that our people know how to put the energy and 
emotions behind the words. This congregation is special, 
and it is so much more meaningful to me that, this month, 
I get to have an installation that welcomes me not to the 
place I serve, but to the place that I call home.

As I think about this month, and the installation we are 
about to have, I can’t help but think about how this 
moment matches the work that we are doing together 
as a community. We are creating a space in which every 
individual can be seen and cared for, where everyone 
knows that someone is looking out for them. I am so lucky 
that the congregation is taking a moment to welcome 
me in this way, much the same way that I try to ensure 
that each of our congregants gets the attention they 
deserve throughout the year. We are a community that 
celebrates birthdays and anniversaries, engagements 
and graduations, that prays together for health and that 
mourns together for loss. One of the most beautiful parts 
of being a congregation our size is that we are able to 
get to know one another on a level that a much larger 
community couldn’t even imagine. We get to be there 
together with one another in all of life’s most beautiful and 
challenging moments. And we have the power to make 
this world, which can so often feel overwhelming, a little 
bit more intimate.

This congregation is a safe haven for those seeking 
connection, seeking to be cared for in that way that Jews 

have been practicing for centuries. I have so personally 
benefited from our community’s skill in this area, and am 
particularly proud to continue to participate in just what 
makes Valley Temple so special. 

Rabbi Austin Zoot
Rabbi/Educator

We are grateful to the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati’s 
S.E.E.D. Program, The Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati and 

an anonymous donor for their support in funding this position.
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I’m writing this message in between Yom Kippur and 
Sukkot, so our High Holiday experience is a very recent 
one. 

On both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, I sat on the 
bimah, masked, seeing a lot of you, also masked, fill the 
expanded sanctuary. I know a lot of others were streaming.

And, from my vantage point, I was able to see the technical 
behind-the-scenes machinations of our rabbis – transparent 
and not interrupting the flow of services, but essential to 
the running of the hybrid service. 

I saw, or imagined I saw, the emotions behind the masked 
faces. I saw smiles at being together, I saw sadness at 
not being “normal,” I saw determination and pride, not the 
hubristic pride that we repent for, but the kind that shows 
some degree of satisfaction in having achieved something 
worth achieving. 

Those who know me well know that sitting on the bimah is 
not my favorite thing in the world. That said, I am grateful 
for the trust you have given me, and for the opportunity to 
have been in that position, and to have had that bird’s eye 
view for these High Holy Days. 

B’Shalom

Elliot Spieler

Lunch & Learn
THURSDAYS

October 14, November 11, December 9 and January 13
At Noon in the Rabbi’s Study or on Zoom!
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1st day of 
religious 
school!
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JOIN AND SUPPORT SISTERHOOD

10/5 - Rosh Chodesh program - Virtual Mikvah Tour
10/13 - Virtual Dinner with Sisterhood 
10/24 - Sisterhood Meeting and Opening Program both in 
person (masked) and through Zoom
10/31 - Volunteer at the Flying Pig/Queen Bee Marathon. 
Outside and socially distanced.

OCTOBER HAPPENINGS

To err on the side of caution, Sisterhood has been 
reworking our many activities and events to be virtual 
where possible, and to future dates where Zoom does not 
fit the program. Please join us whether you are a member 
or not.

Rosh Chodesh Has Gone Virtual – Tuesday, October 5
Please join us for an eye-opening program. Rosh 
Chodesh, which literally means “head of the month” — 
is the holiday that marks the beginning of every Hebrew 
month. Rosh Chodesh has long been considered a 
special holiday for women. Our first gathering will be on 
Zoom when we will celebrate the month of Cheshvan. Our 
program will be about the Mikveh, a bath used for the 
purpose of ritual immersion in Judaism to achieve ritual 
purity. Have you been to a mikveh before? Do you have 
questions about it, but you didn’t know who to ask? RSVP 
at bit.ly/VTSRoshChodesh for the Zoom link.

Dinner with Sisterhood (Virtual) – 
Wednesday, October 13, 6:30 p.m.
Sisterhood members have gotten together for a monthly 
dinner for several years. We went virtual last year and will 
continue meeting monthly over Zoom. Every other month 
(November, January) includes a cooking demonstration 
in which you can participate, or watch. Join us for good 
food and conversation. At least we hope the food is good, 
but that’s on you. Look for the Zoom link on our Facebook 
page and the Sisterhood October Blast.

In-Person/Virtual Sisterhood Brunchless Brunch – 
Sunday, October 24 10:00 a.m. – Noon
Please join Valley Temple women to be entertained, 
meet future friends and schmooze with old. There will be 
planned events for a fun-filled substitute for the ever-pop-
ular Sisterhood brunch. You can join in the boardroom if 
you will be at Valley anyway. RSVP at: 
bit.ly/VTSBrunch

SOCIAL ACTION

Volunteer - Flying Pig/Queen Bee, 
October 31st - 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

We are looking for volunteers to work at the Flying Pig/
Queen Bee Marathon.  We will be holding signs and 
cheering on the runners and in return we will get a lovely 
donation for the Sisterhood. Feel free to sign up not only 
yourself, but anyone over 13 years of age.  Let’s make 
this a party on the sidelines! Sign up to volunteer at  
bit.ly/VTSFlyingPig. 

We are collecting donations of towels and fleece throws 
to give comfort to dogs and cats recovering from surgery. 
We are also giving out kits to anyone who wants to make 
dog toys for the UCAN clients to buy in the gift shop. 
You just provide the scissors! Kits with instructions are 
available in the marked bin in the Temple lobby, where 
you may deposit your towels, fleece throws, and finished 
dog toys. If you have any questions, please contact Bindy 
Waits at (513) 310-7633

Snag-A-Bag is back! However, the November 6 
scheduled date will be RESCHEDULED to May 2022.
Save you gently used purses and costume jewelry 
because Snag-A-Bag is coming back.  Bins will be set up 
in the Temple lobby at a later date for you to donate.  We 
will have more event specific details closer to the event.  
Stay tuned!

CORRESPOND
    

Do you know of a Temple member who is ill, recovering, 
had a baby, or has recently experienced any other major 
life events? Email Jeannie Hiller (meanj532@aol.com) or 
Sharon Kollasch (skollasch7@gmail.com) and they will 
send a card from the Sisterhood to let them know we are 
all thinking of them.

Hope to “see” you soon, 
Jan Goldstein / Stacey Spivak Co-Presidents

SISTERHOOD NEWS 
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Scott Steinberg     1 0 / 0 1
Judy Levy     1 0 / 0 1
Diane L. Mitman     1 0 / 0 1
Phil Sawin     1 0 / 0 2
Henry Bernay     1 0 / 0 3
Steven Hecht     1 0 / 0 4
Joelle Luebbers Levine      1 0 / 0 4
Izar Spivak    1 0 / 0 5
Richard Blatt     1 0 / 0 6
Charles Steed     1 0 / 0 9
Connor McClelland     1 0 / 0 9
Jeffrey Marks     1 0 / 1 2
Zoe Nourie     1 0 / 1 3
Jennie Waits     1 0 / 1 5
David S. Levine     1 0 / 1 5
Ron Kull     1 0 / 1 7
Logan Fritsch     1 0 / 1 7
Carol Appel     1 0 / 1 7
Sara Naveh     1 0 / 2 0
Alex Kopnick    1 0 / 2 1
Ari Buchwald     1 0 / 2 1
Neil Bortz     1 0 / 2 1
Jaden Shapiro     1 0 / 2 2
Bette Sherman     1 0 / 2 2
Sandy Hatfield     1 0 / 2 3
Lillian Plum Gartenlaub      1 0 / 2 3
Judy Green     1 0 / 2 4
Max Kravitz     1 0 / 2 6
Micah Schneider    1 0 / 2 7
Cindy Pinsky     1 0 / 2 8
Willliam Klein     1 0 / 2 9
Rebecca Klein     1 0 / 3 1
Donald H. Dornheggen II     1 0 / 3 1

Mark & Ellen Kovacic       10/07/1979
David & Shannon Clark       10/12/2002
Marnie & Steve Hayutin       10/16/1994
Chad Munitz & Michelle Lightfoot     10/17
Ernie & Helen Waits, Jr.             10/19/1986
Daniel & Dedra Perlmutter      10/22/2000
Jeff & Kathy Schlaeger       10/21/1994
D’Shon & Jon Shapiro       10/21/1995
John & Jean Amber       10/26/1962 

Philip and Alison Schneider on their son, 
Micah, becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Aaron and Emma Bernay on their son, 
Henry, becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Micki and Jerry Springer on their grandson, 
Richard Yenkin, becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Micki Springer
Evelyn Essig
Barry Essig

Bernice Blatt
Ari Fox

Nikki Sandor
Susan Frank
Mark Apseloff

Sarah Singer-Nourie
Michael Gelfand

Book Club: 
Israel Today

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021 AT 7:30 P.M.
With Rabbi Sandford Kopnick

Dear Valley Temple Community,

My name is Micah Schneider, and for my Bar Mitzvah I 
am doing a service project that addresses the waste of  
prescription pill bottles. These bottles are being used by most 
of the country and contain almost all types of medication  
and usually end up in the landfills, unable to decompose. 
This is affecting various wildlife and the environment. 

Did you know that 70% of Americans take at least one  
prescription a month and 50% take at least two prescriptions?  
That’s three hundred ninety seven million, two hundred 
thousand (397,200,000) prescription bottles that are used 
and thrown away EVERY month because they can’t be 
recycled with your other plastics! 

I want to help the community Reuse Reduce and Recycle 
these bottles. 

I am collecting empty prescription bottles so they can 
be donated to Matthew25ministries (https://m25m.org/
pillbottles). The clean/sanitized bottles in ziplock bags will 
be included with medical supplies shipped to needy areas 
around the world. Bottles that have not been pre-cleaned 
will be specially recycled and kept out of land fills. There 
will be a collection bin in the lobby at Valley. It will have 
clear instructions and I will be collecting the bottles between 
now and October 2nd.

         Thank you,
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RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at The Valley Temple; 
from Rabbi George Barnard
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at The Valley Temple; 
from Ellen & Gary Weiss
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at The Valley Temple; 
from Kathleen & Ivan Tamarkin
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at The Valley Temple; 
from Miriam, Mark, Jonah, Ez & Talia Raider-Roth
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at The Valley Temple; 
from Cheryl & Steve Hecht
In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick; from Ellen & Mark Kovacic
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at The Valley Temple; 
from Rabbi Jonathan Hecht & Gladys Rosenblum
In memory of Arthur Hoffheimer, Jr. & Philip H. Goldsmith; 
from Craig Hoffheimer & Minette Hoffheimer
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at The Valley Temple; 
from Selma & Irving Harris

RABBI/EDUCATOR DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of The Valley Temple; from Monna Shifman
In honor of Rabbi Zoot’s installation; from Susan & Ivan Zoot
In appreciation of Rabbi Zoot & Rabbi Kopnick; 
from Sharon Kollasch
In honor of Rabbi Zoot’s birthday; from Laura & Sam Lobar
In memory of Arthur Hoffheimer, Jr. & Philip H. Goldsmith; 
from Craig Hoffheimer & Minette Hoffheimer

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick’s 20th year at The Valley Temple; 
from Jody & Kent Finley
In honor of 65th wedding anniversary of Carol & Julian Magnus; 
from Jenny Broh
In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick; from MaryAnne Wiggins
In memory of Caryl Festenstein; from Rob Festenstein

SEINSHEIMER MUSIC FUND
In honor of recovery of Marsha Pinsky; from Beverly Saeks 

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

ROBERT & CHARLOTTE LANZIT 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In appreciation of the Erev Rosh Hashanah Service; 
from Cheryl & Steve Hecht
In appreciation of The Valley Temple; from Tom Steger

VIDEO STREAMING FUND
In memory of Jane Hoffheimer Allen; from Minette Hoffheimer
In memory of Samuel Tamarkin; 
from Kathleen & Ivan Tamarkin
In appreciation of The Valley Temple; from Rhoda Ulas
In memory of Joan Fleischer Reckseit; from Lucy Reckseit
In memory of Hope Beck Taft; 
from Andrea Beck & Fred Gartenlaub

CONGREGATIONAL CARE FUND
In memory of Harold Rosenbaum; 
from Jan Rosenbaum Sass & Mark Sass

LOUISE MARKS RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In honor of Rabbi Zoot’s installation; from Laura & Sam Lobar 

SPECIAL HIGH HOLY DAY THANK YOUS
Jan & Mark Sass and Helen Sass for their support of High 
Holy Day music in memory of Robert Sass

Dolph & Nancy Berman for their support of High Holy Day 
additional instrumental musicians in memory of Leon Cohen, 
Ces Berman & I.A. Berman

George Trenkamp for his support of High Holy Day music in 
memory of Sue Trenkamp and Laurie Ruskin

Bobbie Reckseit for her donation for flowers for the Yom  
Kippur service in memory of Bernard “Reggie” Reckseit

To our ticket takers and members of the Men’s Club who 
served as ushers during the High Holy Days

To Andy Spohr for his terrific job refurbishing the campfire 
circle

Thank you to everyone who donated bags of food to benefit Valley 
Interfaith Community Resource Center.

Thank you to Donna Goodman, George Dilworth, Peggy Barrett  
and Eli Shupe for helping to load and deliver the food drive 
bags to Valley Interfaith Community and Resource Center.  
We delivered 1,618 lbs of food totaling an estimated value of $2,750.60.

NOW GIVING IS EVEN EASIER: Go to ValleyTemple.com and click on “Giving”



Poems to Get Us Through 
Pandemic Times
With Rabbi Shena Potter Jaffee
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
November 2, 9, 16

Poetry is a medium that can help us understand ourselves 
and our world in ways that prose cannot. They can open 
our eyes to new ideas and express feelings to move us, 
comfort us, and challenge us.

We will take a look at poets who illuminated the Jewish 
soul as the Modern Jewish State was formed; 21st Century 
feminist liturgists who’ve deconstructed prayer and 
reformed it to meet today’s challenges; and academics 
contemplating the impact of pandemics on the streets of 
Tel Aviv. Together we will delve into a selectino of Hebrew 
poems, both classic and modern, that in some way speak 
to this moment.

Rabbi Shena Potter Jaffee is a community rabbi who 
regulary teaches and lectures throughout Cincinnati. She 
is the Jewish Life and Learning Consultant at Rockwern 
Academy and serves Temple B’nai Israel in Monroe, MI.

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi 
Austin Zoot, Rabbi/Educator 
Wendy Walsh, Temple Administrator 
Solomon T. Greenberg, Rabbi Emeritus 
Elliot Spieler, President
Jan Goldstein & Stacey Spivak, Co-Presidents, 
Women of Reform Judaism
Ari Buchwald, President, Men’s Club

513-761-3555
WEBSITE: www.valleytemple.com 
E-MAIL: wendy@valleytemple.com 
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Chasidic Stories: 
Reaching for Holiness
With Rabbi Judith Spicehandler
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
October 12, 19, 26

Do you know the story about the famous rabbi who 
delayed Yom Kippur to bathe in a river? How about the 
little boy who played his flute in the synagogue and 
opened heaven’s gates?

Come join Rabbi Judy Spicehandler as we read short 
Chasidic tales, from the beginning of Hasidism to modern 
times, that reflect the humor, wisdom, and aspirations of 
a rich Jewish story-telling tradition. We will discuss these 
very short stories as they reflect on issues of our own faith 
and relationships in today’s world.

Rabbi Judy Spicehandler is the former interim Director of  
Education for Valley Temple. She served congregations in 
Chicago, Boston and Cincinnati, and currently is adjunct 
faculty at the University of Cincinnati.


