DECEMBER 2020 - JANUARY 2021 /
KISLEV - SH’VAT 5781

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Sh’mot, Exodus 1:1-6:1

ALL SERVICES ONLINE ONLY AT
VALLEYTEMPLE.COM
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service. Kevyn Carmody, son of
Jaramy & Jaime will become a Bar Mitzvah
Torah Portion – Vayishlach, Genesis 32:4-36:43

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16
9:30 a.m. Torah Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Va-eira, Exodus 6:2-9:35

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 7:30 p.m.
Family Shabbat Service with Chanukah Celebration

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service with Men’s Club Participation

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Vayeishev, Genesis 37:1-40:23

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
9:45 a.m. Tot Shabbat
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Bo, Exodus 10:1-13:16

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
9:30 a.m. Torah Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Mikeitz, Genesis 41:1-44:17

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – B’shalach, Exodus 13:17-17:16

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

TOT SHABBAT

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Vayigash, Genesis 44:18-47:27

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 9:45 a.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Va-y’chi, Genesis 47:28-50:26
Join us for puppets, prayers, songs and a story
for children birth to 6.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 7:30 p.m.
Family Shabbat Service

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION
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love the story of the sea parting that saved the Israelites and
swallowed the Egyptians. However, if I stand at a body of
water and pray for the sea to part, chances are I’m going to
get wet. When all is lost, it is ok to pray for a miracle. When
a situation positively resolves when all seemed hopeless,
remember to be grateful—but then get to work to be sure
that no further miracles are needed. The next miracle may
be for us to make!

Shalom!

Happy Chanukah.

What is a miracle? A dear friend from college recently told
about how her husband experienced a cardiac event that
resulted in paramedics bringing him back from the brink a
few times. It was estimated that he was without oxygen for
around 20 minutes. A few weeks in intensive care, things
were not getting better, and the family was told to enter the
room to say goodbye. The next day, the family was called
by the hospital. They used their cell phones to discover
that my friend’s husband was awake, waving, and likely to
survive. However, the cognitive effects seemed significant.
Then, one day—two months later—after rehab and other
hard work, it seemed that my friend’s husband was not going to return to the vibrant and dynamic man he had once
been. That was one day. The next day, he awoke in a way
they had not seen since before the cardiac event. For the
first time, he knew where he was, who was who, and even
that he had just celebrated his 30th wedding anniversary.
There were no explanations. It wasn’t that swelling went
down or mind-numbing medications were finally out of his
system. The doctors were dumbfounded. Yet, my friend
knew it was a miracle.

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi

The absence of a medical explanation with such a
profoundly unthinkably positive outcome could only be
divine intervention—a miracle to be sure.

Chanukah
Candle Lighting

I would never try to talk someone out of embracing a
miracle. I am certain that our world has many more acts
of God than we can count—or even identify. My friend’s
recovery remains unexplained by medicine. That doesn’t
mean there is no medical explanation; the doctors just
can’t find one. I am worried, however, that embracing the
experience as only a miracle may create unrealistic expectations.

in the
Valley Temple
Parking Lot Thursday,

I begged my friend to send her husband’s medical info to
out-of-state specialists to be certain that this miracle didn’t
provide some additional information that may prevent
another cardiac event—and the need for another miracle.
We need not discount the miracle in order to show due
diligence to be sure that the medical community treats
their patient as if there was a reasonable explanation for
his recovery.

December 10
at 6 p.m.
Join us for a safe and socially distanced
way to celebrate Chanukah

Make no mistake. I believe that it was a miracle. I believe
that Chanukah reminds us that facing insurmountable odds,
and when hope is lost, a miracle is possible. The miracle
at the seashore after the Exodus is continually part of our
psyche as Jews with the Mi-Chamocha prayer. Yet, as a
Jew, a miracle is not an answer, it is just a reprieve—the
hard work ahead is possible because of the miracle.
Miracles are never the end of the story, they simply allow
for there to be another chapter.
So, I love Chanukah—and I love the story of the miracle. I
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system that cherishes the individuals, rather than
prioritizing the content. And we’re just getting started.
We never thought we’d still be dealing with this pandemic
when 2020 turned into 2021. We thought we’d be back to
normal by now. But if this year is teaching us anything, it
is that our norm doesn’t need to be physical space. Our
“normal” is emphasizing relationships over curricula,
teaching lived Judaism rather than facts and statistics.
And in that regard, we are rocking and rolling,
business as usual. And we’re going to do everything in our
power to make sure that while the “how” continues to
grow, change, and adapt, the “why” never does.

In August, we told you about
our plan for the Religious
School. The first day of
October, that plan went up
in smoke. And so, we wound
up reinventing our religious
school on the fly, learning
alongside our students each
week as we tried to navigate the moving target that
is Judaism in the world of
COVID.

Rabbi Austin Zoot
Rabbi/Educator

We are greatful to the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati’s
S.E.E.D. Program, The Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati and
an anonymous donor for their support in funding this position.

For the past two months,
we have gotten the chance to entirely reimagine what
it means to teach Judaism to young people with the
limitations that this year has brought with it. We have felt
the pressure of remaining dynamic in the era of Zoomfatigue. We have felt the sadness that comes with an
inability to share space together, the most fundamental
of Jewish ideals. But perhaps most importantly, we have
experienced the hope that comes from knowing that our
Jewish identity and connection cannot be threatened
simply because “the way we’ve always done it” isn’t an
option anymore.

By now you should have received your membership
information for 2021. Whether you’re already a member
or thinking of joining, we would love to have you as part
of the Men’s Club. If you did not receive your packet or
should you have any questions please contact me via the
Men’s Club e-mail address: mensclub@valleytemple.com.

In the book of Genesis, Avram is told, “Lech Lecha, Go
forth.” A radical change is required in order to ensure that
the future might be possible. In every generation since,
we have continued to innovate, update, and cultivate
our tradition, in order to ensure that we can exist in the
modern world while also holding dear to the best parts of
our faith. When the Temple was destroyed, we created
a prayer service, in order to never lose our connection
with God. When the Jews were expelled from one country
after another, we learned to adapt to ever-changing
environments and constant changes to dynamics with
other cultures. When modernity offered assimilation,
Reform Judaism paved a way forward that accepted the
appeal of a thoughtfully engaged Jewish lifestyle without
rejected new opportunities. And now, as we continue to
adjust to the Coronavirus pandemic that has become our
new normal, we continue to dream of what a Judaism
can look like that will elevate our daily aspirations for
something higher.

The end of 2020 also marks the end of my tenure as
president of the Men’s Club. It has been an honor to have
been able to lead this great organization for the past two
years. I would like to thank anybody who has had a hand
in assisting me but especially Rabbis Kopnick and Zoot,
Wendy and Amanda in the office and the members of my
executive committee for all of their help. I also would like
to say thank you to my wife Dedra and daughter Rainie for
all of their patience and support.
I am honored to pass the gavel to Ari Buchwald who will
be serving as the next president. I know Ari will do a great
job and I look forward to working with him on the transition.
On behalf of the Men’s Club I would like to wish you and
your family a Happy and Healthy New Year and I hope to
be able to see you soon!
Dan Perlmutter
President, Men’s Club

We too have had our Lech Lecha moment. We have been
told that it is no longer safe for us to use “classrooms” in
the way we have come to expect. We have been told that
“meeting” isn’t an option in any conventional sense. But,
over the first semester of our school this year, we have
refused to crumble. Instead, we have done what Valley
Temple has always striven to do: we put the needs of
our children at the center of our work. We have worked
with families to make sure individual needs are heard and
responded to in the best possible manner. We have
constructed online learning experiences that take
advantage of the tools that are at our disposal, and created a
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SISTERHOOD NEWS
Forgive me if there’s some redundancy to this message.
I am still getting used to this, getting used to the time
gap between the writing and the reading of these messages. So, it’s early November as I write this, but you’ll be
receiving this bulletin in December, shortly before
Chanukah.

Hope you all had a great Thanksgiving, whether it was
virtual or in-person and are looking forward to Chanukah!
Sisterhood meetings are taking place via Zoom and are
held Sundays at 7 PM. Dates are below:
December 13, 2020 		
February 7, 2021		
April 11, 2021 			

I hear questions from people: what is the Temple doing
these days. Of course, the answer is quite a bit, considering the limitations of our current situation. We continue to
stream our Shabbat services. We had Dan Nichols join us
remotely for a Shabbat evening. We’ve had a number of
virtual onegs (the Zoom links are on the weekly emails,
please join us, we need more people). We’ve celebrated
several amazing B’nai Mitzvah. We’ve offered some different adult education offers. And the Religious School is
flourishing.

January 10, 2021
March 7, 2021		
April 25, 2021

Eight of our Valley Temple Sisterhood members
participated in the WRJ Central District Virtual Convention
in November. They saw old friends, prayed and sang
together, and learned from some dynamic and intelligent
women, all carried out through video conferencing and
webinars. Special thanks to Allison Schneider for leading
a workshop on “Engaging Members in a Virtual World”
and to Sue Mantel for being the support for women
having difficulty connecting to all the Zoom links. Also,
congratulations to Jan Goldstein for being installed as
District Treasurer!

So, while we’re all suffering from Covid fatigue, we are
also keeping busy, and keeping our congregation vital
and active.

We are delighted to recognize Stacey Spivak as our
Sisterhood Deborah Honor recipient. Her dedication and
commitment can be seen through her various roles as
Chai Life chair and Fundraising Vice President on our
board, as well as her willingness to step up for any need.
We are most grateful for Stacey sharing her technical and
design knowledge with us to help bring us further into the
digital age. She helped design our Sisterhood brochure
and set up all our digital systems. We are so thankful!

I want to extend everyone best wishes for a happy
Chanukah and a much better secular New Year.
B’Shalom,
Elliot Spieler
President, Board of Trustees

The next virtual WRJ Kibbitz & Kvells will be on Wednesday,
December 9 at 7 PM and Saturday, January 9 at 7 PM.
Socials for these events will include a scavenger hunt,
learning about the history of Havdalah followed by the
Havdalah service, and a professionally led discussion
about implicit bias. Please RSVP to Jan Goldstein to
attend (her email is in the Valley Membership Directory) and
she will send you a link. Stay tuned for information about the
February Kibbitz & Kvell, as well as a WRJ book club
get-together in January.

VIRTUAL
ONEG SHABBAT
following services
Wait to eat your Oneg foods until
we are shmoozing online

The next virtual Sisterhood dinner will be on
Wednesday, December 16. Wear your most audacious
Chanukah sweater and be prepared to argue why your
latke recipe is the best! 2021’s first virtual dinner will
be on Wednesday, January 13. All Valley women are
welcome. Watch for an evite with all the details and mark
your calendar!

Let’s reconnect with conversation,
joy, and friendship!
Bring a prospective member!

Sisterhood always welcomes new members. To join or
for more information, please contact Membership Chair
Chrissy Knarr (her email is in the Valley Membership Directory).

Join us at services via streaming, then give us a
chance to run home, and we’ll be together for Oneg
Shabbat.... around 8:30 p.m.
Zoom link for the Virtual Oneg Shabbat
will be sent in the weekly email.

Chag sameach and stay safe!
Ellen Kovacic
Sisterhood Recording Secretary
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Laurie Marks				1 2 / 0 1
Karin Gelfand O’Neill 				
12/01
Steve Hayutin				1 2 / 0 2
Larry Wolf 				
12/03
Corey Denham 				
12/03
Randy Russell 				
12/04
Roy Heizer 				
12/06
Rachel Ran 				
12/08
Judy Silverman 				
12/09
Barbara Stewart 				
12/12
Micah Nourie 				
12/13
Helen Spieler 				
12/13
Rachel Stewart 				
12/1 5
Alex Spohr 				
12/15
Jonah Raider-Roth 				
12/15
Carenjean Walter 				
12/15
Gabriel Gunyan 				
12/16
Jean Amber				1 2 / 1 7
Dianne Rabe 				
12/17
Kathy Schlaeger 				
12/17
Jeff Sweren				1 2 / 1 7
Talia Raider-Roth 				
12/18
Sally Waxman				1 2 / 1 9
Robert Hiller 				
12/19
John Schneider 				
12/20
Harrison Knarr 				
12/20
Donald Pollack 				
12/22
Barry Goldhoff 				
12/22
Marsha Pinsky 				
12/25
Alan Schneider 				
12/27
Emma Heines 				
12/28
Sydney Dornheggen 				
12/28
Daniel Valentini 				
12/29
Barbara Morgenstern 				
12/29
Leah Joos 				
12/31

Barb & Harvey Katz			
Jody & Kent Finley
		
Brad & Karen McClelland 		
Alan & Margie Schneider 			
Arn & Sue Bortz 			
Robert & Clare Deutsch 			
Michael & Rose Apseloff 			
Lynn & Tom Wertheimer 			
Mike & Jessica Wagner 			
Leon & Judy Silverman 			

Jacob Clark 				
Leon Silverman 				
Carol Kramberg-Walker 				
Bernice Pollack 				
Susan Price 				
Deby Sweren 				
Michael Mannheimer 				
Erika Hecht 				
Monica Valentini 				
Grant Dornheggen 				
Aubrey Herman 				
Thomas Sherman 				
Judy McKinney 				
Elliot Spieler 				
Jim Cronin 				
Andrea Beck 				
Michael Green 				
Cindi Miller 				
Randi Solomon 				
Janelle Gelfand 				
Tom Enneking 				
Chad Munitz 				
Steven Deutsch 				
Susan Levy 				
Joseph Deutsch 				

Jerry Newfarmer & Amy Paul 		
Don & Cheryl Moeller 			

12/2/1962
12/08/1984
12/16/1995
12/18/1965
12/22/1979
12/22/1991
12/26/1971
12/27/1964
12/28/2002
12/30/1979

01/01
01/04
01/06
01/08
01/09
01/10
01/12
01/14
01/15
01/15
01/15
01/16
01/16
01/18
01/19
01/20
01/21
01/22
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/26
01/29
01/31
01/31

01/01/2001
01/03/1998

Sandy Hatfield on the engagement of her son
Aaron to Kierstin Greene
Jaime and Jaramy Carmody on the Bar Mitzvah
of their son, Kevyn
Joanna Jones on her marriage to Richard Forsha
Chad and Clare Vordenberge on the birth of their
daughter Nina Margalit. Happy grandparents and great
grandmother are Chuck and Ricklie Vordenberge and
Donna Levi.

We wish a speedy recovery to
Evelyn Essig
Barry Essig
Bernice Blatt
Andy Stark

Jessica Dreskin
John Frank, Jr.
Susan Frank

Sharlene Stempler on the death of her aunt, Doris Adlin
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FRANCIE BROWN MEMORIAL OFFICE FUND
In memory of John & Ruth Terhar; from Jody Finley
In memory of Betteanne Meyerson; from Jenny Broh

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick; from the Ran Family
In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick; from Fred Gartenlaub &
Andrea Beck
In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick’s work for the High Holy
Days; from Dan & Dedra Perlmutter

BRYNA SCHWARTZ MEMORIAL
ONEG & HOSPITALITY FUND
In memory of Nathan Mitman; from Diane & Ken Mitman
ALLEN & SELMA WIENER BERKMAN
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In memory of Dr. Sonya Oppenheimer; from Anne Lovell

RABBI/EDUCATOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Patricia Hassell; from Jeff & Linda Lazar
In honor of the engagement of Aaron S. Hatfield to Kiersten
Greene; from Sandy Hatfield
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Lily Plum Gartenlaub; from
Sandy Hatfield

NOW GIVING IS EVEN EASIER
Go to ValleyTemple.com and click on “Giving”

SEINSHEIMER MUSIC FUND
In memory of Mae Cohen; from Michael & Maryann Sanders
In memory of Harold Blatt; from Kim Blatt
In memory of Leon Goldhoff; from Barry & Arlene Goldhoff
CHANUKAH GIFT FUND
from Mark Sass & Jan Rosenbaum Sass
from Dolph & Nancy Berman
CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor or Avi Schneider’s Bar Mitzvah;
from Rabbi David Lyon
A Chanukah gift
from Jay & Cherie Brandt
from Mark Sass & Jan Rosenbaum-Sass
from Rabbi Sandford Kopnick & Nancy Magnus Kopnick
VIDEO STREAMING FUND
In memory of Jean Erhle; from Marvin & Laurel Fischbaum
In memory of Adele Broh; from Jenny Broh
In memory of Phyllis Boering; from Jenny Broh
In memory of Todd Boering; from Jenny Broh
In appreciation of The Valley Temple; from Lee & Katie
Freedman

MUSSAR –
JEWISH MINDFULNESS
AND MEDITATION

LOUISE MARKS RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In honor of Avi Schneider’s Bar Mitzvah; from Jenny Broh
In memory of Ron Ran; from Julia Heyob & JD Griffin
In memory of Ron Ran; from Sherry & Jim Weckenbrock
ROBERT & CHARLOTTE LANZIT
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In appreciation of The Valley Temple; from Tom Steger

With Rabbi Austin Zoot, Rabbi/Educator
Tuesdays, January 12, 19 and 26, 7:30 p.m.
Join Rabbi Zoot as we explore the Jewish practice of
Mussar, a system of values and ethics designed for
getting in touch with our most basic human character traits.
This three-part session will explain what Mussar is, how
it is practiced, and what benefit a person can derive from
getting in touch with their spiritual selves.

RABBI SOLOMON T. GREENBERG
PRAYERBOOK FUND
In honor of Rabbi Kopnick, Wendy Walsh, and past president
Laura Lobar; from Bruce Walker and Carol Kramberg-Walker
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Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sus- taining us, and for enabling us to
reach this season.
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Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi
Austin Zoot, Rabbi/Educator
Wendy Walsh, Temple Administrator
Solomon T. Greenberg, Rabbi Emeritus
Elliot Spieler, President
Sandy Hatfield, President, Women of Reform Judaism
Dan Perlmutter, President, Men’s Club

513-761-3555

WEBSITE: www.valleytemple.com
E-MAIL: wendy@valleytemple.com

VALLEY TEMPLE
GOES TO
THE ZOO
FOR CHANUKAH
Join us on Saturday, December 12th at 6 p.m. for a candle lighting
at the Cincinnati Zoo. Tickets cost $5 for the first 20 people. Masks
and outdoor social distancing is required. To reserve your spot,
contact Rabbi Zoot at 513-761-3555 or rabbizoot@valleytemple.com.
Register by December 4th

