
FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service 
Music: Bob Pollack & Marilyn Zelcer

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
9:30 a.m. – Torah Study
10:30 a.m. – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – T’tzaveh, Exodus 27:20-30:10

MONDAY, MARCH 9
PURIM CELEBRATION
6:00 p.m. – Dinner (reservations required see page 4)
7:00 p.m. – Service and Schpiel
Music: David Snyder and Purim Band

FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Family Shabbat Service
Music: Friday Night Live
Oneg sponsored by Sandy Hatfield and 
Aaron Hatfield in memory of Howard Schwartz

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
9:30 a.m. – Torah Study
10:00 a.m. – Tot Service
10:30 a.m. – Shabbat Service
Music: Charlene Gubitz
Torah Portion – Ki Tisa, Exodus 30:11-34:35

FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Music: Marilyn Zelcer and Steve Mason

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
9:30 a.m. – Torah Study
10:30 a.m. – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Vayak’heil, Exodus 35:1-40:38

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Music: Bob Pollack and Marilyn Zelcer

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
9:30 a.m. – Torah Study
10:30 a.m. – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Vayikra, Leviticus 1:1-5:26
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SISTERHOOD 
USED BOOK SALE
March 8, 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

There will be a collection point in the lobby. 
We encourage donations of books for 

readers of all ages!

Parents of Religious School students, please 
stop in and browse when you drop off or 

pick up your child that Sunday.

HAMANTASCHEN BAKING
MARCH 1 at 10:00 a.m. 

Hamantaschen will be used for the Purim Dinner 
and Purim Carnival, as well being delivered to 

our members in need of cheer.

CARNIVAL
Sunday, March 15, Noon

(FOLLOWING RELIGIOUS SCHOOL)
To Benefit the Temple Youth Group

GAMES • PRIZES • LUNCH
HAMANTASCHEN • FUN
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We are members of the Reform Movement. The Reform 
Movement has embraced the state of Israel in many ways, 
and our movement is growing in Israel through the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism.

One of the ways David Ben Gurion, Israel’s first Prime 
Minister, sought to encourage aliyah among the most  
orthodox European folks was to allow the orthodox  
approach of Judaism to have the only say regarding most 
religious matters. While this has evolved some, it has not 
changed significantly. There is a way for our reform prin-
ciples to be given more space in Israel.

The World Zionist Congress meets every five years to help 
determine various Israeli issues, and to allocate around $1 
billion through the Jewish Agency. The WZC has always 
been an international body, and has always been responsible  
for this process. 

It is time to vote for our Reform delegation to be  
represented in the WZC. By going to WWW.AZM.ORG, you 
can help with marriage equality, recognition of non-orthodox  
marriages, desegregation, equality of men and women, 
and LGBTQ inclusion. As the homeland for all Jews, it is 
very important that we make our voices and our values for 
the Jewish future heard.

The opportunity to vote is open only through March 11, so 
please go to www.azm.org now and vote Reform. When 
you do, you will show solidarity with our movement in Israel, 
that struggles to allow women at the Wall, reading Torah 
and functioning as full Jews. Your vote will give strength 
to the process that will eventually lead to Reform rabbis 
officiating at Israeli weddings. Things we take for granted 
here as Reform Jews are not always possible under the 
orthodox auspices. 

Please join me in voting for Reform....online. For more 
information, go to www.ReformJudaism.org to learn more. 
Let’s insure that our movement is well represented in the 
World Zionist Congress.

Have a great month.

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi

We are proud to welcome Austin Zoot as our full time Rabbi/
Educator as of July 1, 2020. There is a lot to the story, and 
we thought it important that you understand how we arrive 
at this historic moment for our congregation.

We can afford a part time director of education. With the 
help of the Jewish Federtion, we have a grant that helps pay 
the part time salary. In September, The Jewish Foundation 
of Cincinnati awarded us a grant to make the position full 
time for three years. The expanded role includes social 
media, membership development, some social and social 
action programming, too. The position is funded for three 
years, and then we understood that we would revert back 
to a part time educator. We thought this a great idea, to 
help us elevate our program and make the congregation 
more visible in the places that prospective members look. 

The pool of applicants for the job was sparse, and in 
December, we thought about how to employ a recently or 
soon-to-ordained rabbi, since many first jobs are expected 
to end after three or four years. In upgrading the job to 
rabbi/educator, we approached a Temple member (who 
wishes to remain anonymous) for additional funding. Their 
generosity allowed us to post the job as a CCAR job. The 
rules allowed for us to elect our current intern, Austin Zoot, 
who has been a blessing to our congregation the minute 
he arrived.

 Austin is a native of Chicago, and a graduate of the Indiana 
University. He is married to Dori Zoot, who is our NFTY OV 
regional director and Cincinnati informal youth coordinator. 
As part of his degree, he studied social media. And while 
he has not run a school yet, neither has any of our other 
educators. We are indebted to Rabbi Judy Spicehandler 
for maintaining our program for two of the past three years, 
and will help me to train Austin. I have no doubt that Austin 
will excel in this position.

Austin’s position will mean that we will not have a rabbinic  
intern next year. He wants rabbinic responsibilities in  
addition to the education and program roles, and knows 
that the educator/program director responsibilities are our 
first priorities. 

Austin is a smart, joyful, creative, and competent person 
who will add significantly to our staff and our congregation.  
And while we need your on-going vigilance to be sure 
that your dues are at the most appropriate level, this new  
position does not increase the financial burden on our 
membership. Austin’s acceptance of this position comes 
with our board’s approval, and we are overjoyed to welcome 
him. We will celebrate his ordination in May, and formally 
welcome him with an installation service next fall. Until 
then, please make him and his wife, Dori, feel welcomed 
into the family.

Austin Zoot: 
New Rabbi/
Educator



This month, in the sixth grade Hebrew class at Valley  
Temple, the students were studying the Morning  
Blessings. Their teacher, Jenny Dapper, set them the task 
of writing their own morning blessings.  

In lieu of my usual article I would like to share the inspiring 
prayers of some of our six grade students:

God, I thank you. I thank you for the nourishment of both 
mind and body I am given daily, for this life that has been 
bestowed upon me, gift after gift. For all this, I give thanks.

Praise to you Adonai our God for the ability of self expres-
sion.

Praise to you Adonai our God for weekends we can enjoy.

Thank you ______ for the feminisits who changed more 
than the women’s world. They changed THE WORLD.
(I will feel completed when I know what goes in the blank 
spot, but for now I’m fine for not knowing.)
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Hebrew Fun!

Gan Emek

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
From Aleeza Schneider, VOTY Social Action Vice President

For our Saturday Social we went to Valley Temple and we 
were entertained by “Sportz Comedy” which isn’t comedy 
about sports, it’s comedy sports. We were all dressed up in 
pajamas and we sat down to watch a spectacular comedy 
show. I was laughing my head off during their performance, 
the people in Cleveland could probably hear me. We later 
were treated to Graeter’s ice cream and just hung out and 
talked with our friends. My friend, Anna, and I went around 
the room taking pictures for the slideshow that was going 
to presented Sunday morning. Our Saturday Social was so 
much fun, and they are always one of the most memorable 
parts from NFTY events

From Shayna Codd, VOTY President

During Winter Kallah at HUC, we had a bunch of music. 
We had services and song session in a camp style. It really 
brought the whole community together in a fun way and 
also with prayer! We also had time as a temple youth group 
to meet together and plan and talk about future events and 
activities to engage everyone!

NFTY Ohio Valley 
Spring Kallah

April 2 - 5
Nashville, TN • Congregation Micah

Register February 18 - March 18
Open to all 8th - 12th graders 

in the Ohio Valley region!
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Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Adults @ $10 ______  No. of Children (3-12) @ $5 ______ No. of Children under 3 (free) ______

We wish to order a vegetarian meal  ______ (how many) ______

We wish to order a vegan meal ______  (how many) ______

Other food allergies (please specify) ________________________________________ Amount Enclosed _______________
Please send payment & reservation to the Temple office, 

145 Springfield Pike, 45215 by March 5

Purim Dinner and Schpiel  |  Monday, March 9
6:00 p.m. DINNER • 7:00 p.m. SERVICE & SCHPIEL

$10.00 / adult | $5.00 / child (ages 3-12) | Under 3 free
Bring your friends -- Costumes invited! 

Send in your reservation for the dinner to the Temple office.

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION 
STUDY SESSION

A response to our year of listening!
With Rabbi Lindsey Danziger, 

Director of Reform Ohio/RAC Ohio

Tuesday, March 10 
at 7:30 p.m.

MOVING FORWARD 
WITH TIKKUN OLAM…

GARY ZOLA TO SPEAK 
ON ISAAC MAYER WISE

Join us on Tuesdays, March 17 and Tuesday March 31, 
for two sessions discussing Isaac Mayer Wise and his  
remarkable contribution to the formation of Reform Judaism.  
Dr. Zola, the Director of the American Jewish Archives, 
returns to Valley to teach about this iconic figure–and some 
of the lesser known facts about one of Reform’s founders.

The classes begin at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, March 17 
and 31, and are open to all. The adult education sessions  
are sponsored by the Valley Temple’s Lanzit Adult  
Education Fund. We hope you’ll join us!
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The big box is $15 and 
the small box is $10. 

Minimum order is $30 and 
can be sent to multiple 

addresses in the same order.

Matzohgram® Printed Matzos offers you a unique and fun 
way to celebrate Passover while supporting our temple with 
your purchase. These Printed Matzos are ideal Seder gifts 
for family and friends. Matzohgram® uses FDA Compliant 
food grade edible inks and is Certified Kosher for Passover. 
Matzohgram® Matzos are baked by Matzot Aviv in Israel. 

Available in two sizes: Regular and Mini. Each box contains 
multiple designs.

Purchasing is quick and easy:
1. Go To: WWW.MATZOHGRAM.COM
2. Place your Matzohgram® order
3. Type in our Charity Code
    RFM768
4. Matzohgram will ship directly to you.
5. Feel good knowing that 30% of your product purchase 
goes directly back to our Synagogue!

The Men’s Club led the Friday Night Shabbat service on 
January 24. This was a great experience and special eve-
ning for all in attendance. 

Members of the Sisterhood joined the Men’s Club prior to 
the Super Bowl on February 2 for our annual candlepin 
bowling. All in attendance had a wonderful time. 

Please join us for our next membership meeting on Sunday, 
April 26 at 10:00. It’s not too late to pay your 2020 dues or 
join the Men’s Club. Feel free to contact me with questions 
or suggestions. 

Best regards,

Dan Perlmutter
President, Men’s Club 

Donations of Passover desserts are needed. 
See list below for other items that are needed. 

Volunteers will be needed to help set up. 
Contact the Temple Office to say you can help.

(Please list the quantity of your donation.)

I would like to donate:
   - Matzah (# of boxes) 
    ___________________

   - Kosher for Passover grape juice (#, size of bottles)  
     ___________________
   
   - Kosher for Passover wine (# of bottles)        
     ___________________

   - Passover appropriate dessert(s)        
     ___________________
   

 Non-perishable donations must be dropped 
off at the Temple by Monday, March 30.

 Desserts must be dropped 
off at the Temple by Wednesday, April 8.

2ND NIGHT COMMUNITY SEDER
THURSDAY, APRIL 9



6 
March 2020

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Betty DuCovna; from Sue & Herb DuCovna
In memory of Sue Trenkamp; from George Trenkamp 
In memory of Fan Colish; from Lynn & Neil Kravitz

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of Bobby Reynolds; from Beth & Steve Joos
In memory of Louis K. Benjamin; from Lois Benjamin
In memory of Elinor Greenberg; from Ricki & Stuart Hodesh
In memory of Anita Siegel; from Ricki & Stuart Hodesh
In memory of Toby Cohen; from Linda & Jeff Lazar
In memory of Helen Silver; from Sue Price
In honor of the engagement of Dannie Stempler 
and Jordan Brown; from Jenny Broh

SEINSHEIMER MUSIC FUND
In honor or Jenny Broh; from Laurel & Marvin Fischbaum

LOUISE MARKS RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In memory of Cary Nourie; 
from Laura & Sam Lobar & Family

BRYNA SCHWARTZ MEMORIAL 
ONEG & HOSPITALITY FUND
In honor of Jenny Broh; from Sue & Andy Spohr
In honor of Jenny Broh; from Dedra & Dan Perlmutter

NOW GIVING IS EVEN EASIER
Go to ValleyTemple.com and click on “Giving”

TIKKUN OLAM UPDATE
Over the last year, the Tikkun Olam committee has held five 
“house meetings” with the aim of gathering input from the 
congregation regarding personal stories of how we have 
experienced the brokenness of the world.  The long-term 
goal is to offer Valley members opportunities to participate, 
from a Jewish perspective, in social action efforts in the 
greater community.  

Responses from the meetings were compiled, and the 
major themes that emerged were:  hatred, anti-Semitism, 
gun violence and safety, mental health, bullying, addiction, 
climate change and science, poverty, immigration, and 
homelessness.

Below are upcoming events that anyone is welcome to at-
tend. Some projects are in the works but do not yet have 
dates, so please continue to check the bulletin and your 
email for updates.

• Tuesday, March 10 at 7:30 p.m. – Rabbi Lindsay Danziger 
will lead a study session on Gun Violence Prevention.

• Saturday, April 25 – An interfaith group is hosting a gun 
buyback program and evening event with Colorado-based 
company Raw Tools. You may recall at Yom Kippur when 
Rabbi Kopnick showed a garden trowel that was made by 
Raw Tools, from a gun donated for the purpose of “turning 
swords into ploughshares.”  

• Valley Temple is already leading volunteer efforts at 
the Over-the-Rhine Soup Kitchen 4 times a year, with a 
dependable, regular group of volunteers led by Bob and 
Jeannie Hiller.  It would be wonderful to have an additional 
person to help lead, as well as a larger pool of volunteers. 
We could potentially increase our soup kitchen service to 
5 or 6 times a year.

• A proposal was made to hold an Adult Education session 
discussing Judaism’s stance on caring for Creation. This 
would be complemented by a real-world application: a 
presentation from Power Solar, a company that installs 
solar panels.

• The Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) is a group that 
hosts families experiencing homelessness. Families  
receive meals, a place to sleep, and participate in  
activities at various religious institutions throughout the 
year, for one week at a time. The Sisterhood has been 
involved as volunteers for a while now, and would love to 
invite the congregation to help Wise Temple and Adath 
Israel host these families. 

The dates for Wise are March 1-8, July 5-12, August 16-23. 
Sign up at www.wisetemple.org/good-deeds/family-shelter/ 
.  
The dates for Adath are May 31-Jun 7, July 19-26, Dec 
20-27. Contact Helen Waits or Alberta Hemsley to sign up.
 
• The IHN would also like for us to work on a “Passover 
Project” with them. This would simply be a collection of 
items that are needed for settling families into permanent 
housing:

 • Towels 
 • Full- size personal hygiene items 
 (soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.)
 • Cleaning supplies

We will share additional events and further details as they 
become available. Each of these projects is worthwhile  
on i ts own. Perhaps just as important are the  
relationships - between organizations and individuals - that 
are fostered through this type of work.  This can further 
help to break down barriers such as fear, hatred, and  
anti-Semitism.  Please consider participating in one or more 
of these opportunities.  

For more information, contact Gil Kaufman or Chrissy 
Knarr.

With sincere thanks to those who have shared their  
concerns, and to those who will join these efforts, 

-The Tikkun Olam Committee
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Pam Levinson     0 3 / 0 1
Karen Rosenfield     0 3 / 0 2
Bernice Blatt     0 3 / 0 2
Barbara Neman     0 3 / 0 3
Marnie Hayutin    0 3 / 0 3
Michael Gelfand    0 3 / 0 4
Dr. Lawrence C. Freeman    0 3 / 0 6
Beth Schwartz    0 3 / 0 6
Anne Weitzenkorn     0 3 / 0 6
Avery Frank     0 3 / 0 8
Greer Schneider    0 3 / 0 8
Kathryn Miller    0 3 / 0 8
Andrew Enneking     0 3 / 1 0
Rainie Perlmutter     0 3 / 1 1
Jenny Dapper     0 3 / 1 1
Barbara Pierce    0 3 / 1 1
Robert E. Levinson    0 3 / 1 2
Helen Waits     0 3 / 1 2
Rachel Katz     0 3 / 1 3
Samuel Lobar     0 3 / 1 3
Nicole Deutsch     0 3 / 1 3
Phillip Levinson     0 3 / 1 4
Michelle Lightfoot    0 3 / 1 4
Ann Shulman    0 3 / 1 4
Cheryl Moeller     0 3 / 1 5
Richard Magnus     0 3 / 1 9
Nicole Sandor     0 3 / 2 0
Karen Frecker    0 3 / 2 1
Sharon Ran    0 3 / 2 2
Leah Joos     0 3 / 2 2
Ella Naveh     0 3 / 2 3
David Neman     0 3 / 2 3
John Shore     0 3 / 2 3
Lynn Wertheimer    0 3 / 2 5
Mike Wagner     0 3 / 2 5
Max Pennix     0 3 / 2 6
Marjorie Rauh     0 3 / 2 6
Dr. Martin Fritzhand     0 3 / 2 8
Sharon Kollasch     0 3 / 2 8
Avi Schneider     0 3 / 3 0
Don Moeller     0 3 / 3 0

John & Greer Schneider    0 3 / 1 8 / 2 0 0 0
Michael & Janelle Gelfand      0 3 / 2 4 / 1 9 7 3
Mike & Judy Green    0 3 / 2 5 / 1 9 6 4

March 18 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Bring your own lunch.
You are welcome to ask others to join us.

SENIOR DISCUSSION 
AND LUNCH

Buzz and Barbara Stewart and Daniel and 
Maddy Stewart on the birth of their granddaughter 

and daughter, Reese Louise Stewart

Eveyln Essig
Bernice Blatt
Nikki Sandor
Jill Amann

Betsy Cusack

Ellen Schaengold
Andy Stark

Hank Rosenthal
David Feldstein

We wish a speedy recovery to

Linda Denham on the death of her Mother, 
Ellen Bamberger

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Help us continue our lovely tradition of providing delicious 
“goodies” at our Oneg Shabbats (the reception following  
services). The oneg is a wonderful way to celebrate the 
joy of the Sabbath, schmooze with members, meet new 
people and have a “nosh.” Please help us maintain this 
tradition by calling Wendy at the Temple office for more 
information, or to say that you will sponsor an oneg. It 
can be in honor of a loved one, a special occasion, or 
just because!

Our thanks to the following families for sponsoring a 
recent oneg, a wonderful way to celebrate the joy of 
the Sabbath.

• Marcia Deutsch and Family in memory of James Weiss

• Sandy and Aaron Hatfield in memory of Jacob R. Hatfield

• Family of Jenny Broh and members of the congregation 
in honor of Jenny Broh’s 80th birthday

• Helen Sass in honor of the birthday of her daughter-
in-law, Jan Rosenbaum Sass
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

2nd Night Community Passover Seder: 
THURSDAY, APRIL 9 @ 6:00 pm

Let Us Reserve a Place for You! | Second Night of Passover
$30/adult; $15/child (ages 3-12); children under 3 free

RSVP IMMEDIATELY
It is imperative that we receive your reservation so we can let our caterer know!

Name(s) (Please list names of all who will attend, including children): 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

No. Adults @  $30.00___  No. Children (3 - 12) @  $15.00___ No. Children under 3 (free) ___
Please consider adding 3% of the cost of your dinner to Mazon to feed the hungry.
# of Vegan/Vegetarian/Gluten-free Meals (Adult) ____ (Children) ____ (circle appropriate response)
Amount Enclosed _______ (I am/We are including ______ for Mazon.)

Please send with check payable to Valley Temple, 145 Springfield Pike, 45215
If you need financial assistance to attend, please call Rabbi Kopnick for a confidential conversation.


